
The Borough of Paramus is a community comprised of mostly single-family 

dwellings. Although renovations and upgrades have taken place, the baseline of the 

homes in Paramus were built in the late 1950s and throughout the 1960s. During this 

period, Lead was widely used in many construction materials including pipes, paints, and 

soldering compounds. Therefore, the Borough’s Health Department along with the 

Buildings Department maintains a proactive approach to educating the community on the 

dangers and hazards of lead. 

 

 The Health Department is a community facing function of the Borough whose 

task it is to educate the Borough’s residents on health related issues. As a vehicle to reach 

the community, the Health Department conducts several health related events through out 

the year. In the spring, the department conducts its annual Blood Lead Screening.  At this 

event Paramus residents can get their preschool and school aged children tested.  This 

event is promoted through the local newspapers, the school system, and through local 

community action organizations. Although this event has a mass appeal it is intended for 

families with young and school aged children 

  

 In the fall, the Board of Health conducts an annual Health Fair, which coincides 

with National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week. The fair started at 4:00 in the afternoon 

and ran till 8:00 in the evening. This allowed Borough employees, after school students, 

and the general public to attend and ask questions, and learn about current health related 

issues and topics. To reinforce National Lead Poisoning Prevention Week, 

knowledgeable Health Officials were available to discuss and answer questions regarding 

Lead Poisoning. They also distributed various Lead Poisoning materials such as 

educational pamphlets and informative flyers. 

  

Also in the fall, the department hosts free Flu Shots for seniors, and at this event the 

department hands out educational material on potential sources for lead poisoning in the 

home. The target audience at the Flu Shots event are seniors who might have school aged 

children visiting or living with them. 

 

In its attempt to better educate the public, The Borough’s Health Department takes 

advantage of other Borough activities.  Since Lead affects the environment in which we 

live, and is a source of Lead Poisoning, the department has a table at the Paramus Earth 

Day celebration and hands out educational brochures. In August, the Health Department 

is also involved in the National Night Out. Both of these events are targeted to a wide 

audience and usually attract young families. 

 

Lastly, the Paramus Board of Health partners with Paramus Social Services and the Food 

Pantry to offer free blood lead screenings to those residents who do not have health 

insurance and may not otherwise be able to afford the service. This free service is also 

promoted through various fliers sent home to the parents of school aged children in the 

five elementary schools in the district.  

 

With each home inspection, the borough’s building inspectors are on the lookout for 

potential sources of lead. When the possible presence of lead is suspected, the 



homeowner is referred to the Health Department for information regarding the dangers of 

Lead in the home.  

 

Thusly, the Borough’s Health Departments and its partners will remain vigilantly active 

to promote Lead Poisoning awareness and education throughout the community. Press 

releases and scans of the materials handed out by the Borough’s health officials at these 

various events are attached as file “Lead Education material.pdf”   


