
Paper shredding day, revised 1/28/2013 

 

The Paramus Green Team recognizes that paper is one of the most recyclable materials 

on the consumer market today. It also is concerned about resident’s privacy and identity 

security, which can be compromised by a thief riffling through garbage. Therefore, as one 

of its initial actions the Green Team chose to pursue a Community Paper Shredding Day. 

 

The Director of DPW was elected to lead a smaller recycling action group. Their first 

task was to get prices for a mobile shredding truck to come to a predetermined site.  

Three companies were considered and a decision was made to use the Borough’s current 

paper recycling vendor.  

 

Next, the group chose October 20
th

 from 8 am to 12 pm as the date and the DPW 

recycling center as the location for the event. A flyer was created to promote the event 

and supplied to the school system for distribution. The flier was also sent to all residents 

of Paramus in the same envelope as the tax bill.  

 

The event was a group effort led by 3 Green Team members, and two DPW employees. 

The manpower to plan the event was equal to approximately 8 – 10 man hours. On the 

day of the event 3  scouts and 2 adult leaders from a local Boy Scout troop, and 2 DPW 

employees worked four hours to equal 28 man hours. The line of cars was nonstop, for 

the entire four hours, as the scouts, under adult supervision, helped to unload the vehicles. 

An estimated 150 residents participated in the event, many of which asked for another 

day to be scheduled. At the end of the day, the truck left with nearly 5 ½ tons of shredded 

paper. The success of the inaugural event has sparked interest in making Paper Shredding 

Day a more regular occurrence on the Paramus DPW Recycling Calendar. The DPW 

director is currently reviewing available dates for a Spring time Paper Shredding Day. 

 


