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IMMEDIATE RELEASE ALL ZONES 

CAMDEN COUNTY SOIL CONSERVATION DISTRICT AND 

RUTGERS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION WATER RESOURCES PROGRAM 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT IN YOUR BACKYARD PROGRAM 

IN THE COOPER RIVER WATERSHED 

  

Voorhees, New Jersey – The Camden County Soil Conservation District along with the 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension Water Resources Program worked with the Voorhees Township 

Environmental Commission and Department of Public Works to install a demonstration rain 

garden at Lion’s Lake Park last week.   The demonstration rain garden at Lion’s Lake Park 

serves as a demonstration for homeowners to replicate on their property.  The rain garden was 

funded as part of Stormwater Management in Your Backyard project in the Cooper River 

Watershed, that is being sponsored by a New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection 

319(h) grant.  Program partners include the Camden County Soil Conservation District, New 

Jersey Agricultural Experiment Station – Rutgers Cooperative Extension, Rutgers Cooperative 

Extension Water Resources Program, New Jersey Sea Grant, and the USDA National Institute of 

Food and Agriculture Regional Water Program for the Northeast States and Caribbean Islands.   

A rain garden is a landscaped, shallow depression that is designed to intercept, treat, and 

infiltrate stormwater at the source before it becomes runoff.   Rain gardens manage stormwater 

runoff mainly from rooftops, but also from driveways, lawns, roads, and parking lots.  Compared 

to a patch of lawn, a rain garden allows about 30% more water to soak into the ground.  

Therefore, by capturing stormwater, rain gardens help to reduce nonpoint source pollution (i.e., 

road sediment/salt, fertilizers, pesticides, bacteria from pet waste, eroded soil, grass clippings, 



litter, etc.) and help to protect local waterways.  Rain gardens not only improve water quality, but 

also help the homeowner minimize the need for watering and fertilizing large turf grass areas and 

promote groundwater recharge.  If designed properly, these systems also will improve the 

aesthetics of the rural and developing neighborhoods through the use of flowering native plants 

and attractive trees and shrubs.   

 The next rain garden for Voorhees Township is scheduled for Saturday, October 9
th

 at 

Connolly Park.  All interested homeowners are welcome to stop by and help with the rain garden 

installation.  The Stormwater Management in Your Backyard educational program is offered to 

all without regard to race, religion, color, national origin, ancestry, age, sex, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and expression, disability, atypical hereditary cellular or blood trait, marital 

status, civil union status, domestic partnership status, military service, veteran status, and any 

other category protected by law.  Additional information about the Stormwater Management in 

Your Backyard program in the Cooper River Watershed is available at the Rutgers Cooperative 

Extension Water Resources Program website at http://water.rutgers.edu.  

 



 

Mayor Michael Mignogna attended the groundbreaking ceremony of the Lion’s Lake Rain 

Garden.  Photographed (left to right): Rutgers Cooperative Extension faculty and staff: Sara 

Mellor, Mike Haberland, Maggie McCann, Claude Wallace, and Amy Boyajian; Mayor Michael 

Mignogna; and New Jersey Watershed Steward volunteers. 

 

Additional photographs are available at: 

http://picasaweb.google.com/RCE.Water.Resources.Program/LionSLakeRainGarden#  
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