
From The Voorhees Sun, July 12, 2010 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Moving Town Hall? 
The Voorhees Township Committee will consider moving Town Hall to the Voorhees 
Town Center, the former site of the Echelon Mall. 

According to Mayor Michael Mignogna, the Committee will discuss the ordinance on 
first reading at tonight’s meeting, which is scheduled for 8 p.m. at Town Hall. To view 
the full agenda, visit voorheesnj.com and click on “Board Agendas.” 

Check back for more updates from tonight’s meeting. 

 

From The Voorhees Sun, July 21, 2010 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Town hall on the move? 
By ROBERT LINNEHAN | The Voorhees Sun 
The Voorhees Town hall may have a new location as early as 2011. The Voorhees 
Committee approved an ordinance last week to construct new town hall facilities at the 
Voorhees Town Center and open it to the public next year. 

The new facility would be located directly adjacent to the Macy’s grand entrance. The 
town hall’s entrance would be on the first floor of the town center and be located on the 
second floor of the facility. 

Mayor Michael Mignogna revealed that the idea came from a public hearing four years 
ago when a resident suggested moving the town hall to the center. The Committee has 
been investigating the possibility since, he said, and this is the most opportune time to 
undertake the construction project. 

It would be a tax-neutral plan, Mignogna said, with no net increase of local municipal 
taxes. The possible sale of the current facility, historically low interest rates and 
construction costs lend itself to the timing of the move. 

The total cost of the project will likely be $6.1 million, he said. The administrative 
portion of the existing complex has been appraised at $2.5 million. 



He said that the completed Town Center will generate approximately $438,000 in 
additional local tax revenue annually. 

The proceeds of the sale of the existing property combined with the new tax revenue 
generated will cover the cost of the project with no local tax increase for the project, he 
said. 

“This is the first step in creating something that Voorhees has never had, a downtown,” 
Mignogna said. 

“Our employees have been working out of antiquated, inefficient and obsolete offices. 
Our employees have been working out of trailers for the past two decades.” 

For the past 21 years, the planning, zoning and construction offices have been housed in 
“temporary” trailers at the town hall site. 

It will also be a step toward making Voorhees a “greener” place to live, Mignogna said. 
The township will save money on energy costs and will reduce its carbon footprint by 40 
percent per every square foot of the new municipal building. 

Resident Cherie Lattiere praised the project after the meeting. It’s a sign that the 
township is moving forward and taking its employees into consideration, she said. 

“I think it will be great. You have to move forward,” she said. “I think it will also be a 
good, psychological boost for the township workers.” 

Joseph Coradino, president of services for Pennsylvania Real Estate Investment Trust, 
said the new project would create 85 temporary construction jobs and an unknown 
number of permanent jobs. 

It’s the type of project, he said, that will help draw in new commercial businesses to the 
Town Center. It should also bring more visitors to the Town Center as well, he said, 
improving on the 3,000 visitors a month average from 2009. 

PREIT owns the Town Center. 

“This will be a convenient hub for municipal business, shopping, and dining in the 
township,” Coradino said. 

Several township residents – who were also members of local unions – praised the 
project and urged the committee to move forward with the new town hall. 

Creating jobs in the township would help everyone, said Don Morgan, a resident and 
member of IBEW Local 351. 

The project, he said, supports the local economy and increases the level of service for 
Voorhees residents. 



“I support the town hall Town center project. I don’t want our township employees 
working in deplorable conditions. It also opens the township up to possible lawsuits,” he 
said. “This would really support the local economy as well.” 

This is not the first time the township has discussed moving or constructing a new town 
hall. Resident Steve Silverman referenced a project that was developed and discussed in 
the early 90s that was dubbed the “Taj Mahal” project by residents. 

Mignogna shed some light on the project, revealing that in 1990 the Committee explored 
an extravagant town hall option that would have cost around $7 million. 

“In 1990, the township explored building a new municipal complex that was 
significantly larger and architecturally more dramatic than what will be at the Town 
Center,” he said. “The 1990 plans called for a new, separate 67,000 square-foot complex 
with a 2,300 square-foot lobby and 3,600 square-feet of offices for six administrative 
staff employees.” 

This project is more streamlined at 40,000 square-feet and will be housed on the second 
floor of the existing mall portion of the Town Center, he said. The administrative offices 
will be situated in only 1,600 square-feet. 

 

From The Voorhees Sun, November 4, 2010 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Construction begins on 

municipal hall 
By ROBERT LINNEHAN 
The new municipal hall in the Voorhees Town Center is coming closer to being a reality, 
as Administrator Larry Spellman said that construction would begin at the mall this 
week. 

Pre-construction will begin this week to prep the building for the new municipal hall. 
Spellman said the construction would likely be finished in March and the employees 
would move into their new municipal hall in April. 

The total cost of the project will likely be $6.1 million, he said. The administrative 
portion of the existing complex has been appraised at $2.5 million. He went on and 
reported that the completed Town Center will generate approximately $438,000 in 



additional local tax revenue annually. The proceeds of the sale of the existing property 
combined with the new tax revenue generated will cover the cost of the project with no 
local tax increase for the project, he said. 

The current police facilities will not be moving to the Town Center, according to 
Spellman. This significantly lowered the price of the project and made the move possible 
this year, he said. 

The police facilities are about 10 years old, he said, and are in nowhere near the 
ramshackle conditions of the current township facilities. 

An architect was brought in to determine how much it would cost to improve the 
municipal building for its employees, he said, and a price was quoted at $6 million. 

Also, originally when the township was investigating the move the police department 
was included in the project. It was determined that the township police department 
could still be used at its current location and it wouldn’t have to be moved, which 
lowered the price of the project considerably. 

In other township news: 

- The Committee accepted a body armor grant for $4,442 to purchase several pieces of 
safety equipment for the township police officers. 

Police Chief Keith Hummel said each piece of body armor costs between $500 to $900 a 
piece, depending on the type and what it can do. 

- The Committee also signed a contract to clean up a piece of property in the township 
that was previously a dairy. The property is littered with old cars and boats, Spellman 
said, and an incredible amount of metal. 

The Committee received an environmental report about the property that it had 
commissioned several years ago. The report revealed that the land is not contaminated 
with anything dangerous so the clean up could commence. The price for the work is 
fairly cheap, Spellman said, because the client has the rights to the scrap metal at the 
property. 

 

From The Voorhees Sun, May 15, 2011 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hello new town hall 



By ROBERT LINNEHAN 

The new town hall is opening Monday morning, May 16, at 8 a.m. with a parade of 
employees moving their items into their new digs at the Voorhees Town Center. 

The new municipal offices of Voorhees will officially move to its new location on the 
upper level of Voorhees Town Center on Monday, May 16. To celebrate the occasion, 
there will be an official ribbon cutting ceremony at 10:30 a.m. Voorhees Mayor 
Mignogna and Joe Coradino, president of PREIT Services, LLC and PREIT-RUBIN, Inc. 
will cut the red, white and blue ribbon while a crowd of township dignitaries and 
employees, community leaders, and local residents watch in anticipation. 

Also, from 8 to 10 a.m., Voorhees Township employees will enjoy a welcome reception 
with refreshments and goodie bags as they unpack boxes and move-in to their new 
offices, courtesy of Voorhees Town Center mall management and retailers. 

The ceremony will be held at the exterior Voorhees Town Hall Entrance on the Outdoor 
Plaza. 

 

From The Voorhees Sun, May 17, 2011 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

It's a new beginning in 
Voorhees 
By ROBERT LINNEHAN 

For the first time in almost four decades the old town hall will no longer host visitors 
looking to pay their taxes or happy new parents applying for birth certificates. No, 
township committee members, employees, and PREIT representatives opened the doors 
to the new Voorhees Town Hall on Monday, May 16. 

More than 100 visitors waited outside of the entrance to the new town hall as Joe 
Coradino, president of PREIT Services, LLC., welcomed the visitors to the grand 
opening. 

This is the first township hall to be housed inside of a mall in all of America, he said, and 
one of three town halls in the country to be housed in a retail space such as the town 
center. 



Mayor Michael Mignogna said the new town hall will give Voorhees the “downtown” it’s 
never had. It’s been said that you can’t build a downtown, he said, but Voorhees is 
proving that saying wrong. 

“The hallowed halls and hallowed trailers serve the town well for almost 40 years,” 
Mignogna said of the old town hall. “But it’s time for a change.” 

It’s a great example of smart growth, he said, to take advantage of an existing structure 
to construct a new, modern town hall for Voorhees residents. Hopefully the town hall 
will be the new heartbeat of the Voorhees community, he said. 

The new town hall will also be 40 percent more energy efficient than the old structure, 
he said, and effectively doubles the square feet. It’s a complete upgrade over the old 
structure, which would develop leaks, wasn’t ADA compliant in several areas, and had 
employees working out of trailers. 

Deputy Mayor Mario DiNatale echoed Mignogna’s comments, saying that the old town 
hall didn’t represent Voorhees Township very well. 

“We’re all shareholders in Voorhees. As shareholders, we need to have pride in where 
our employees come to work each day,” he said. 

Visitors flooded into the new town hall after the ribbon was cut to the entrance. 
Employees were already in their stations and were getting down to business around 11 
a.m., handling several citizens who had wandered into the new building. 

Melanie Skelly and Jennifer Hawkins came to the new town hall to procure a birth 
certificate for newborn Mya Hawkins, who was born two weeks ago. Both were 
impressed with the new town hall. 

“It’s beautiful. It almost reminds us of the Promenade in Marlton,” Skelly said. 

Committee Member Harry Platt said the new town hall would be a boon for residents in 
town, as he toured the new facility. It will be 100 percent more efficient than the old 
structure, he said. 

“This is a facility designed by our employees with help from professionals. It’s great,” he 
said. 

The new Town Hall is part of PREIT’s $150 million mixed-use redevelopment that 
includes a renovated two-level mall, an award-winning office building, 425 luxury 
residential apartments and condominiums, and street retail, restaurants and services. 
It’s the first of its type and scale in Southern New Jersey. 

 


