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EWING COMMUNITY GARDENS OVERVIEW 

EWING TOWNSHIP RESPONSE  
The Ewing Green Team has been working steadily with Ewing Township to expand opportunities for 

community gardening in Ewing at the Whitehead Road Extension location since at least the winter of 

2012.  A letter See (Appendix 1) was emailed to Mayor Bert Steinmann and Business Administrator Jim 

McManimon on January 31, 2013 to summarize all of the requirements for a successful community 

gardens endeavor at the Gardens.  We are extremely pleased that the Township has met and fulfilled 

every request on this list concluding with the installation of a fence around the entire garden perimeter 

that was installed in June 2013.  This includes the Request for Kim (Kim Macellaro, Ewing Township 

Clerk) section at the end of the letter containing requests, some directly from the gardeners.     

CURRENT STATUS 
1. A second water source has been provided at the Whitehead Road Extension Community Gardens. 

2. The area allotted to the garden space was almost doubled and additional new and organic plots 

were made available to the gardeners this spring.  Some of the land that was made available is being 

allowed to lie fallow this year to be made available next year, since it was previously treed.  This is 

part of the new organic section. 

3. The requested deer and gopher fence is being installed.   

4. Wood chips were donated by Britton Industries and Mercer County for site paths for better, weed 

free maintenance.   

5. Our Good Neighbor Guidelines were distributed to each registrant for the season to help with the 

site maintenance since there are no formal rules.  This will be revisited by the Township in the fall 

when we see how effectively they worked this season.   

APPENDIX 1 

LETTER TO TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

To: Bert Steinmann and Jim McManimon 

From: Joanne Mullowney, Mary Jane Leach and Peter Boughton 

Date: January 31, 2013 

Gentlemen, 
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Members of the Green Team and its Community Gardening 

Committee want to thank for your commitment to enhance community gardening opportunities in 

Ewing Township.  We firmly believe that Ewing residents have many reasons to grow their own food, 

including a desire to “green” their food supply to obtain quality organic produce, provide food for their 

families during times of economic hardship and to work with others in a community garden.   More and 

more people are vitally interested in producing their own food.  We have seen this demonstrated in the 

increasing attendance at our Community Gardens meetings.   

Green Team members feel strongly that this initiative will be a major success for the Team and 

contribute significantly toward our points for certification by Sustainable Jersey.  Even non gardeners on 

the team are becoming increasingly interested in personal participation in the project. 

SUMMARY 

 The number of important issues that need to be addressed make this email rather lengthy.  The 

following is a summary of the major action items and questions. 

 Whitehead Road Expansion – exact location of the new garden area and walk through requested 

 Installation of additional water supply 

 Fencing request – imperative action item with an impending deadline of the start of the gardening 

season. 

 Reconstruction of the site pathways 

 Bonner Student volunteer day 

 Educational outreach plots 

MAJOR ISSUES 

There are a number of issues that are vital to the success of the community gardening effort this year.  

They are: 

Additional space at the Whitehead Road Extension gardens. (Thank you, thank you, thank you for your 

commitment to increasing the area available for gardening.) 

An additional water supply to meet the needs of the additional gardening activities. (Thank you, Mr. 

Mayor for committing to provide that at the January Green Team meeting.) 

And finally, fencing for the entire area.  This is absolutely vital to the success of the entire effort.  In our 

conversations with plot holders from prior years it is apparent that the wildlife population in this more 

rural part of the Township has decimated the gardens in years past.  Some of the reason for the 

unkempt appearance of the gardens has been due to gardeners abandoning their plots after having seen 

all of their efforts undone by herds of deer and also groundhogs.   
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The site needs fencing that is at least 8’ high around its entire 

perimeter with a wide gate to let in larger equipment.  We feel that probably the least expensive and 

most aesthetically pleasing 

fencing for us would be 

composed of 4x4 posts with 

heavy duty deer fence wire 

that is specific for keeping deer 

out of large enclosures.  As you 

can see from the picture, the 

wire mesh has larger openings 

on the top and smaller 

openings on the bottom to 

keep out other small mammals.   

We are currently researching 

materials pricing (attached) 

and installation pricing for fencing 

an area twice the size of the current garden, and are interested in garnering a combination of Township 

and community support to make this happen.    We would also be willing to participate in some of the 

fence construction if need be especially because we consider this to be an item with an early deadline.  

Can you tell us what the Township would be willing to provide in this regard? 

ADDITIONAL ISSUES: 

Pathways 

Pathways throughout the site will also need to be redone and maintained.  While we deeply appreciate 

the Township’s willingness to create the paths and provide the stone and gravel for them, we would 

prefer paths made of organic materials, specifically wood chips.  There is precedent for using wood chips 

at several NJ community gardens, and we think they may be plentiful due to the storms this year.  We 

would also be willing to do the work on these paths ourselves and save on Township labor costs. Can the 

Township supply the dump loads of the chips that we can use to create the paths?  If Ewing doesn’t have 

a ready supply, we are willing to find tree companies which could dump a few truckloads of tree 

chippings at the site for us to use.    

Bonner Student Volunteer Day 

At the January Green Team meeting Chelsea Sandmeyer, a Ewing native and Bonner scholar from TCNJ 

announced that the Bonners have a required annual Community Service Day and that they were 

prepared to spend it in our Community Gardens this year.  There will be 23 students and they are  
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scheduled for Saturday, March 23rd from 8 – 4.  If it is acceptable to you, the students could do site 

preparation and spread the wood chips, and perhaps assist with fencing if it is not yet completed. 

Educational Outreach  

The Green Team’s Community Garden Committee would like to maintain a plot or two as part of our 

educational outreach effort.  Would free plots be available for this?    

This communication covered a long list of issues and recommendations.  Thank you for reading through 

to this point.  We think that it is important that we walk the site with Township personnel ASAP to see 

the status of the tree removal, the exact perimeter of the site (if we need to try to get donated fencing), 

to see where the new water supply will be located and where the extended path system should go.  

 We thank you again for the Township’s commitment to providing a much improved community 

gardening site.  With all of this in place we know that this will become a stellar community gardening 

effort and give our Green Team some much needed points to complete our Sustainable Jersey 

certification. 

Request List for Kim 

An annual registration date of March 1 (or next business day) for last year's Whitehead gardeners (We 

hope to include committee members in this group - they've been working hard all year on planning) 

2.  An annual registration date of March 15 (or next business day) for new gardeners. 

3. Keeping spaces assigned to the same person each year unless they seek a change, and assigning 

spaces in the expanded area. 

4. Notifying folks of the availability of organic, no-spray, year-round available plots in the expanded 

section of the garden 

5. Communicating sign up dates and garden meeting dates via email, website, phone, flyers and 

newspapers 

6.  The registration process and distributing of a "helpful hints" page for each registrant. 


