RECYCLING CURRICULUM SUPPLEMENT
SYNOPSIS OF LESSONS

(Each Lesson contains (a) an introduction to the lesson, (b) the objective/purpose of the Lesson,

(c) Lesson Plan, and (d) Activity/Work Sheets.)
1. What IS an Ecological Footprint?

(How to define and measure our ecological footprint; brainstorming ways to make it smaller; learning how humans affect the environment and actions we can take to help the environment. Variety of worksheets included).
2. Waste Walk

(What is waste? Introducing the 3 R’s-reduce, reuse, recycle. What defines an environmental “hot spot”? Brainstorming good or bad “hot spots”; finding “hot spots” around your school; use the “happy” or “sad” faces included to label the sites you find; discuss ways to improve the “bad” hot spots.  Take action. Take pictures.)
3. The Trash Around Us

(Recognizing recyclables; learning ways to make less waste and recycle more. Learn about Sarah Cynthia Sylvia Stout and what happened when she would not take the garbage out. Examine the contents of one-days worth of trash and sort it out. Variety of worksheets enable you to make this lesson your own!)
4. Waste-Free Picnic or Waste-Free Snack
(Learning how reducing-reusing-recycling make a real and visible difference in the amount of garbage we make every day; taking responsibility by learning how to make “garbage-free” choices. This lesson can be used at lunchtime OR snacktime [adaptable to your own needs and/or time constraints]; comparing and contrasting “garbage-free” snacks/lunches to “garbage-filled” snacks/lunches.) 
5. The Lorax

(Learning about natural resources, eco-systems & conservation. Lots of great vocabulary words to learn and questions for students to research! How are the events in the story similar to what is happening in the world today? Book & DVD included in Discovery Box. Use them both, then – compare and contrast.)

6. Recycling in Action!
(Learning how things get recycled; understanding the difference between reuse & recycle; introducing new vocabulary words [solid waste terms]. Use the book in your Discovery Box with this lesson: “The Adventures of an Aluminum Can” or “The Adventures of a Plastic Bottle”. Also, instructions for making recycled paper are included).
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7. Create a Recycling Discovery Center

(Tri-fold display board and foam letters provided. Create a recycling discovery center with websites, tips, parent/teacher resources; recycling information; books; class activities; small group activities (read aloud recycling story [provided] & discuss afterwards); individual activities (journal writing; finding articles/advertisements/pictures about recycling); skills learned; recycling word wall; literature clusters; display before & after environmental “hot spot” pictures; OR provide suggestions to students for display and allow class to build their own “recycling discovery center.”

8. Reduce & Reuse

(How reusing things helps us make less (reduce) garbage, conserve our natural resources and become a less wasteful society. Monthly craft projects using recyclable/reusable things included)

9. How Does Nature Recycle?

(What is decomposition? How do things decompose? What lesson can we learn from nature? Decomposition project included. Learning about indoor and outdoor composting; natural resources; making less waste; and utilizing “food” garbage for a beneficial purpose. Detailed instructions for both indoor and outdoor composting included).
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