
Stratford Green Team Qualitative Assessment 
 
Name of Action:  The Community or School Garden 
 
In a few short sentences, please describe the action and identify your partners.   

The Yellin School Green Team, the Stratford School District, the students and staff (including the 
summer educational programs), parents of Green Team members, the Stratford Green Team, and the 
Borough of Stratford have participated in helping to plant and maintain the garden 
 
During the season, the Stratford Public Works help maintain and clean the area. The garden has 
already harvested a wide assortment of crops: zucchini, peppers, tomatoes, basil, eggplant, and 
cucumbers.  

 
Even if the action was performed by volunteers, or you got in-kind donations, please estimate your costs and 
the time commitment required to complete the action. 

We estimate approximately 50 work hours was consumed in the past year creating, planting and 
maintaining the school garden.  The plants have been contributed in kind with a valued of $150 worth 
of donations.  We spent about $800.00 on garden supplies, including tools and a shed.  Part of the cost 
of the shed was paid from by grants.  The school district provided in kind donations to build the shed.   

 
Assess what worked and what could be done if this action if tried again in the community. 
  

The student interest and involvement during the school year were we targeted it to be.  We had good 
support from organizations like target, the boy scouts, girl scouts, the Rutgers Coop, Camden county 
master gardeners, the AmeriCorp WaterShed Ambassator program, etc.  The community involvement 
was not were we had hope it to be.  Next growing season we will try multiple forms of communications 
to get the word out.  This winter (2013) we are going to look into creating a garden club in hopes to 
gain more community attention and involvement.  Summer support was our weakest area, doing it 
over again we would start the process earlier in the year of reaching out to parents and community 
members for helping maintain the garden in the summer.  The summer program at school was a huge 
help, as worked many hours help maintain the garden. 
This summer we submitted a grant for $10,000 outlining our goal for the future of he Community and 
School garden.  Part of the money from the grant would be used to secure support & maintenance of 
the garden.   

 
 
What are the next steps for this action? 

1. Use multiple media avenues to promote and seek out volunteer garden support. 
2. In the 2013 winter look into creating a garden club as an extension to the Stratford Green team. 
3. Utilize the School’s weekly take home communication to reach out to the parents 
4. Start a email distribution network. 
5. Reach out to at least two other community organizations asking for garden support. 
6. Find two neighboring communities who are doing a Community – School Garden and share 

information, help, connections, etc. 
 

 


