
Qualitative Assessment 

 
 

Name of Action:  “Greening the Green Fair” at the 14
th

 Annual Earth Day event 

 

In a few short sentences, please describe the action and identify your partners.   

 

The Woodbridge Township Environmental Commission held its 14th annual Earth Day Fair 

April 18, 2015 at the Woodbridge Community Center.  More than 400 attendees were on hand 

including members of the Municipal Council, Woodbridge Township Environmental 

Commission, environmental agencies, “green” businesses, eco-friendly vendors and Township 

residents.  

 

Partners included:   

 Woodbridge Twp Environmental Commission (sustainability/public outreach);  

 Woodbridge Police Department (bike safety for alt. transportation initiative); 

 Woodbridge Department of Public Works (recycling; tree seedlings); 

 Woodbridge High School (ecology club); 

 Middlesex County Improvement Authority (MC Blue); 

 Ciel Power  (energy efficiency); 

 Bayshore Recycling (recycling, waste reduction); 

 NJ AmeriCorps Watershed Ambassador (stream monitoring/training); 

 Woodbridge River Watch (habitat preservation) 

 TRC – Clean Energy Program (energy efficiency) 

 Earth Center Honey (support local economies) 

 EcoCycle Creations (support local economies) 

 Little Owl Soaps (support local economies) 

 

Scattered around the park were recycling bins.  

 

All of the vendors were given re-usable canvas bags to give out. This is especially important for 

the Farmers at the Farmers Market because it eliminates the use of plastic bags and instead repeat 

shoppers can bring their canvas bag shopping each week. One of the vendors even brought in his 

old buckets to give out to people as a way to recycle and reuse them rather than having to throw 

them out when he was finished.  

 

All vendors were informed in advance that this was a “greener” green fair and the importance of 

sustainable practices through email and electronic notification to eliminate the use of paper.  

 

Even if the action was performed by volunteers, or you got in-kind donations, please estimate 

your costs and the time commitment required to complete the action.  

 

150 volunteer hours, $260 donations (bike helmet, gardening basket, and seed packets), $260 in 

house plant, prize wheel and reusable bag give-a-ways and printed brochures. 

 



Assess what worked and what could be done if this action is tried again in the community.  

 

The fair was a success in achieving the goal of increased public outreach. The fair attracted a 

great diversity of residents in terms of age and ethnicity. A wide variety of eco-friendly vendors 

and community groups were represented at the fair and provided: 1) a much needed forum for 

exposure to and opportunity for access to sustainable products (local honey, bamboo table wear, 

homemade soap, jewelry made from recyclable products); and 2) opportunity for residents to 

connect with local environmental organizations (Food & Water Watch, NJ AmeriCorps 

Watershed Ambassadors, Citizens Climate Lobby, Middlesex County Master Gardeners/Rutgers 

Cooperative Extension, Woodbridge River Watch). Cooperation with the Township and having 

the event at the heavily-trafficked Woodbridge Community Center certainly boosted interest and 

attention. The next steps are to make an effort to reach more residents, school groups, eco-

friendly vendors and environmental organizations with the information that the Fair is occurring, 

and to let them know ways in which they can participate. Currently, Earth Day Fair is organized 

by the Township’s Environmental Commission, but we would like to get several additional 

community groups to take a more active role in helping expand the event. 

 

What are the next steps for this action? 

 

To arrange additional Green Fairs at multiple Township community events. 

 


