
QUALITATIVE ASSESSMENT 

 Name of Action. 

Voorhees Township 2015 Earth Day Celebration 

In a few short sentences, please describe the action and identify your partners. 

On April 26, 2015, Voorhees Township held its fourth annual Earth Day celebration at Eastern High 

School. This first-ever change of venue from the Voorhees Environmental Park allowed the Township’s 

school system to take a more active role in the event. Planning for the celebration took approximately 

nine months and was completed by the Voorhees Environmental and Cultural Education Foundation 

(VECEF; a nonprofit group formed in 2004 to assist Voorhees Township in planning the Environmental 

Park), Rutgers University CUES (Center for Urban Environmental Sustainability), the Administration of 

Eastern High School, and various municipal agencies. One of the central themes of this event was the 

transformation of Voorhees Township into a community where sustainability is not merely an 

afterthought but a way of life. The celebration itself contained informational displays from Sustainable 

Voorhees, the Voorhees Township Environmental Commission, Camden County Bike Share, Cross 

County Connection TMA, New Jersey Master Gardeners, the South Jersey Bee Keepers Association, and 

the Garden State Discovery Museum. VECEF provided plans and models promoting the history and 

future of the new Environmental Park, along with the 11-acre solar field it will eventually contain. New 

Jersey American Water was also on hand to refill reusable water bottles and educate attendees on the need 

to protect freshwater supplies. Lastly, a kiting demonstration was provided by the South Jersey Kite 

Flyers Association while onsite merchants provided refreshments for the 300+ attendees. Among those 

vendors present were Spot Italian Ice, J-Dogs, Kevin’s Salad Station, and Hidden Acre Honey. 

Even if the action was performed by volunteers, or you got in-kind donations, please estimate your 

costs and the time commitment required to complete the action. 

Organization Labor Material Total Cost 

VECEF (donated) 100 hrs @ $15/hr   $1,500 

Rutgers CUES (donated) 20 hrs @ $15/hr $100 $400 

Eastern High School (donated) 25 hrs @ $15/hr  $375 

Voorhees Township Department of Public Works 40 hrs @ $40/hr $500 $2,100 

Voorhees Township Police Department 8 hrs @ $50/hr   $400 

Sustainable Voorhees (donated) 30 hrs @ $15/hr  $700 $1,150 

VTEC (donated) 10 hrs @ $15/hr  $150 

Camden County Bike Share (donated) 8 hrs @ $15/hr $400 $520 

Cross County Connection TMA (donated) 10 hrs @ $15/hr $250 $400 

New Jersey Master Gardeners (donated) 12 hrs @ $15/hr $200 $380 

South Jersey Bee Keepers Association (donated) 8 hrs @ $15/hr  $120 

Garden State Discovery Museum (donated) 8 hrs @ $15/hr $100 $220 

New Jersey American Water (donated) 4 hrs @ $15/hr $100 $160 

South Jersey Kite Flyers (donated) 20 hrs @ $15/hr $100 $400 

 



 Assess what worked and what could be done if this action is tried again in the community.  

In general, this event was well-planned and executed, attracting over 300 attendees. Moving the event 

from the Voorhees Environmental Park to Eastern High School increased involvement of the Township’s 

school system while encouraging the presence of younger individuals.  

Two problems, however, acted in concert to suppress attendance. The first of these was insufficient 

promotion. Local newspapers, Facebook, and Nixle are relatively directed information outlets with 

limited audiences. Regional media outlets should be engaged prior to next year’s celebration and used in a 

broader-based promotional campaign. The second problem limiting attendance was the event’s narrow 

focus on education. Live entertainment, crafting, and rummage (reuse) sales, for example, could be 

incorporated into the celebration thereby increasing attendance and the educational audience. 

What are the next steps for this action? 

Using our experience in 2015 as a guide, the next step is to begin planning our 2016 Earth Day 

celebration in the hope of increasing the size and impact of the event. 


