
 

 

MEMO 

TO:  Sustainable Voorhees 

FROM:  Lawrence Spellman 

DATE:  March 2, 2016 

RE:  Support Local Businesses 

Voorhees Township prides itself on its relationship with its business community and its ability to assist 

with the continued growth and diversity of the business population. This is commitment is demonstrated 

through the Township’s Economic Development Department and full-time Economic Development 

Director (http://www.voorheesnj.com/economic-development.php). In addition, Voorhees has a standing 

Economic Development Committee (EDC), a Business Retention and Expansion Task Force, and a 

Business Prospector website. Lastly, the Township maintains strong ties to the local business community 

through close collaboration with the Voorhees Business Association (VBA). 

In 1984, the Township's governing body established an Economic Development Committee to analyze, 

advertise, and assist in the development of the economic assets of Voorhees Township. The EDC consists 

of twelve volunteer members, one of whom is a member of Township Committee and another who is a 

member of the Voorhees Business Association's Board of Directors. In addition to holding public 

meetings on a monthly basis, the EDC surveys and publicizes the extent, advantages, and utility of vacant 

lands within the Township, classifies the vacant lands according to their adaptability for economic 

development, studies and analyzes surrounding municipalities with a view toward ascertaining economic 

advantage, and advertises the economic opportunities of the Township. The EDC also confers with the 

Tax Assessor and studies the municipal tax structure with the purpose of making recommendations to 

reduce the tax burden of the Township. 

The mission of the Voorhees Township Business Retention and Expansion Task Force is to preserve the 

existing business community and help it to grow by developing innovative programs that bring residents 

and businesses together. On their website (http://www.voorheesnj.com/business-information.php), for 

example, the Task Force showcases companies located within the Township and provides hyperlinks to 

business homepages (http://www.voorheesnj.com/business-list.php). 

Voorhees Township was the first municipality on the East Coast to implement the Prospector Business 

Engine (http://www.voorheesprospector.com); a website designed to aid prospective businesses in the site 

selection process by answering queries regarding: 

﹒ Building and land availability 

﹒ Market characteristics 

﹒ Demographics 

﹒ Workforce qualifications 
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﹒ Business clusters 

﹒ Spending patterns 

﹒ Mapping - with layers including zoning, future land use, public transportation, and street view 

The website, which was established in 2010, allows users to search all available commercial buildings 

and sites within the Township as well as generate site-specific demographics for business analysis reports. 

The Township spent approximately $30,000 to have this site constructed and $13,600 in maintenance fees 

for 2015. In this same year the prospector website experienced over 200,000 "hits." 

The Voorhees Business Association is a community-based partnership of business, civic, and educational 

segments of Voorhees Township dedicated to: 

﹒ Providing networking opportunities for business persons and businesses in Voorhees Township 

and the surrounding area to meet and discuss concerns and interests of a commercial, economic, 

civic, or cultural nature. 

﹒ Facilitating a dialogue between the local business community and elected officials. 

﹒ Channeling the energies and resources of member businesses into improving the local 

community. 

To help achieve these goals, the Association holds monthly meetings, regular luncheons and networking 

events, and maintains a member website at http://www.voorheesbusinessassociation.org. The Township 

Economic Development Director maintains a seat on the VBA Board of Directors and acts as its liaison to 

the governing body. 

 

 

 

Lawrence Spellman 

Voorhees Township Administrator 
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