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Michael J. Rohal

From: Glen Ridge GReen FLASH <greenflash07028@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, November 10, 2015 9:18 AM

To: mjrohal@comcast.net

Subject: GReen FLASH - Thanks For Giving - November 2015

 Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  
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Thanks For Giving - November 2015 

   

Dear Michael, 
   
   

The last rose of summer may still be blooming in your 
garden, nonetheless November is the time to put 
your garden to bed for the winter. Because of 
Thanksgiving, it is also the month when we think of 

giving back for all we've been given. And of course, it 
also marks the beginning of the official holiday 
(crazy?) season. So, like November, this issue offers 

a look back at the garden season in Glen Ridge, 
information about Thanksgiving collection drives in 
the borough, and tips for greening and simplifying 
your holidays. 

  
Sincerely, 
GReenFLASH Team 
   

A LOT TO GROW 

In This Issue 

A Lot To Grow 

Freeman Gardens 
Round-up  

Rose Pruning  

Annual Turkey Relief 
Drive  

Kiwanis / Key Club 
Collection Drive  

Women's Club Virtual 
Food Drive  

Top 10 ways to green the 
holidays  

 

  

FLASH POINTS 

SAT. NOV 14th: 

ELECTRONIC 

RECYCLING 

(Anything with a 

plug) 
9AM-1PM 

Glen Ridge Town Yard 
(122 Carteret St) 
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The 6 gardens of A Lot to 
Grow are about to 
close.   This year, as in all 
other years, 100% of what 

was grown - upwards of 
10,000 pounds of produce 
since 2006! - was donated 
to local soup kitchens, food 

pantries and senior 
facilities.  And the volunteer 
gardeners are continually 

improvising new ways to 
maximize yields.  This year, 
Daniel Kopec, manager of 
the Gracefully Green 

garden at the GR Congregational Church, instituted 
the use of sweet potato towers, metal cages in which 
the sweet potato slips are planted in vertical towers 
of layers or "lifts" of soil.   This method provided a 

yield 2 to 3 times more than if the potatoes were 
planted in horizontal rows in a limited garden 
space.  The towers also facilitated harvesting in an 

efficient and, according to the young volunteer 
pictured, a "VERY FUN" way.   
Kudos to Patrice Kelly and her many volunteers who 
selflessly contribute their time for another successful 

year! 
   

FREEMAN GARDENS ROUND-UP 

By Betsy Ginsburg  

After another 
successful season, 
Freeman Gardens is 

still beautiful, with a 
few roses in bloom and 
geraniums, wax 

begonias and even a 
handful of zinnias still 
delighting visitors with 

their blossoms.  The dogwoods are sporting dark red 

leaves and the rare American chestnut trees have 
produced their bounty of edible nuts. 
Freeman Gardens Association president Kevin Sherry 
reports that the Second Annual Harvest Festival was 

a great success, despite the necessity of defaulting to 
the rain date.  The forty pumpkins left over at the 
end were donated to an elementary school class in 

East Orange to spread the Halloween cheer well 
beyond the gardens' gates. 
Soon the roses will be cut back and cold weather will 
put a damper on annuals and tender plants.  Until 

then, Mr. Sherry invites Glen Ridge residents to enjoy 
Freeman Gardens' fall encore. 
   

 

  

  

SAT. NOV 21st: 

ROTARY CLUB 

ANNUAL TURKEY 

RELIEF DRIVE 
9-2PM 

GR Train Station 

  

SAT. NOV 21th:  
KIWANIS CLUB / 

GRHS KEY CLUB 

COLLECTION DRIVE 
8:30AM-12:30PM 
GR High School Lot 

  

TUES. DEC 1st: 

FREECYCLE DAY 
(Items can be left out 

on Tues. Dec 1st after 

5PM, 
Unclaimed items will be 

picked up by Bulk Waste 

on Th. Dec 3rd) 

More Freecycle info   

  

LINKS AND 
CONTACTS 

Not sure what to 

recycle? 

GoGlenRidgeGreen.org 

Tree concerns? 
glenridgenj.org/ 

shadetree 

  

Comments, 

questions, 

suggestions for this 

newsletter?   
GReenFLASH07028 
@gmail.com 
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ROSE PRUNING 

By Betsy Ginsburg   
   
When November is 

relatively warm, as 

it has been this 

year, roses may 

continue to bloom 

right up through 

Thanksgiving. That 

is an inspiring 

sight, but eventually the end of the growing season 

comes and it is time to put even the most prolific 

bloomers to bed. 

  

Read more... 
   

 

ANNUAL TURKEY RELIEF DRIVE 

Once again, the Rotary 
Club and the Borough 

of Glen Ridge are 
sponsoring a turkey 
drive on behalf of the 
Community Food Bank 

of NJ.  So this year, as 
in the past, they are 
asking you to drop off 

a frozen, never 
thawed, turkey at the Train Station on the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving.  Other non-perishable food 
items will also be accepted, along with donation 

checks made out to the Community Food Bank of 
NJ.  Last year, 103 turkeys, 871 items of food, 2 
hams and $624 cash were collected.  But it is hoped 

that there will be even more contributions, as the 
need continues to grow. 
 

 

KIWANIS CLUB / KEY CLUB  
COLLECTION DRIVE 

The purpose of 

the Kiwanis Club 
is to serve the 

community, 
especially its 

youth.  To that 
end, it, along 
with the GRHS 

Key Club, 
sponsors 

collection drives 
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in the spring and fall to benefit Big Brothers/ Big 
Sisters.  Because of the generosity of borough 
residents, they are able to collect enough items each 
time to fill a 16-foot truck.  These include clean and 

gently-used clothing, small appliances, bedding, baby 
equipment, toys, household items, electronics, 
kitchenware, sports equipment and more.  The next 
drive will be held the Saturday before Thanksgiving. 

So clean out your closets, attic and cupboards and 
support these wonderful organizations in this 
magnanimous effort.  For a complete list of items that 

can be donated, go to http://www.njpickup.org or call 
1-877-336-8828 
   
   

WOMEN'S CLUB OF GR VIRTUAL FOOD DRIVE 

The Community Service Committee 
of the Women's Club of Glen Ridge, 
in conjunction with the Community 
Food Bank of NJ has designed yet 

another intriguing way for residents 
to provide food to those in need, 
now and throughout the year: a 

"virtual" food drive.  Using a link on the Women's 
Club website, one can select food items one wishes to 
buy and donate.  It is especially nice for parents to 
"shop" with their children - affording a hands-on way 

for kids to help others in need.  In addition, the 
buying power of the Community Food Bank means 
that every $1 donated can purchase $10 worth of 

food.  So the Club's goal of $5,000 in contributions 
would translate into $50,000 in foodstuffs!  Moreover, 
the food is distributed to local soup kitchens and food 
pantries, 11 of which support GR families.   

 
 
   

 

TOP 10 WAYS TO GREEN THE HOLIDAYS 

   

In the past 50 years, humans 

have consumed more 

resources than in all of 

previous history - and much 

of it during the holidays! 

  

Read more our Top 10 ideas 
to "green" your holidays... 
    

  

  

We look forward to growing together 
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