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Michael J. Rohal

From: Glen Ridge GReen FLASH <greenflash07028@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, January 05, 2016 9:52 AM

To: mjrohal@comcast.net

Subject: GReen FLASH - Happy New GREEN Year!

 Having trouble viewing this email? Click here  
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January 2016 

   

Dear Michael, 

   

   

This special New Year's issue of GReen Flash answers 

questions that residents have put to us: 

• Has the school district done anything over the 

years with regard to "sustainability"? 

• Are there any high-school students active in 

environmentalism? 

• There's a Glen Ridge Shade Tree 

Commission?  What does it do? 

• And, what does the unseasonably warm 

weather in November and December mean for 
my garden and trees?  

If you have a question you'd like answered, don't 

hesitate to let us know.  Our goal is to be a "green" 

community resource. 

 

With best wishes for the New Year, 

  

GReenFLASH Team 
   

In This Issue 

Top 10 New Year's Eco-
Resolutions  

GRHS Environmental 
Club  

Greening the Schools  

Shade Tree Commission 
Annual Report  

Unseasonably warm 
weather  

Freeman Gardens 
Update  

 

  

FLASH POINTS 

  

WED. JAN 6th: 

FREECYCLE DAY 
(Items can be left out 

on Tues. Jan 5th after 

5PM, 

Unclaimed items will be 

picked up by Bulk Waste 

on Th. Jan 7th) 

More Freecycle info   
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TOP 10: AN ECO-SLACKER'S GUIDE TO NEW 
YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS 

By Elizabeth Baker   
   

Let's face it, 

most of us 

want to be 

appropriately 

"green," but 

the demands 

of modern 

suburban life 

too often get 

in the way of 

good intentions. Fortunately, there are some "green" 

resolutions that are easy to stick to, but still mean a 

lot environmentally:  

   

Read more.... 

   

   

 

GRHS ENVIRONMENTAL CLUB, MAKING A 
DIFFERENCE 

By Elizabeth Baker  

  

  

The implications of 

environmentalism 

and climate change 

are too complicated 

and lifestyle- 

threatening for most 

high-school students to contemplate. But Laura Zepp, 

adviser to the Environmental Club at GRHS, can 

boast of a core of 15 members who are committed to 

making an environmental difference. By and large, 

these students have engaged in activities that didn't 

rise to the level of policy changes. But, if seniors Lulu 

Sollohub, and Anna and Emily Whitney have their 

way, the club will take on the additional, incremental 

challenge of seeking prestigious Sustainable Jersey 

certification for their school. In their view, this would 

have the effect of raising the issue of sustainability to 

a whole new level of academic awareness and 

involvement. 

   

Read more... 

   

   

 

SAT. JAN 9th: 

ELECTRONIC 

RECYCLING 

(Anything with a 

plug) 

9AM-1PM 

Glen Ridge Town Yard 

(122 Carteret St) 

  

  

LINKS AND 
CONTACTS 

Not sure what to 

recycle? 

GoGlenRidgeGreen.org 

Tree concerns? 

glenridgenj.org/ 

shadetree 

  

Comments, 

questions, 

suggestions for this 

newsletter?   

GReenFLASH07028 

@gmail.com 
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GREENING THE SCHOOLS: EFFORTS 
FLOURISHING THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT 

By Betsy Ginsburg   

  

Over the last few years students and staff in the Glen 

Ridge Public Schools have come together in an 

ongoing effort to learn about and implement "green" 

initiatives to increase sustainability District-wide and 

raise awareness of earth-friendly practices. That 

effort took a significant leap forward when Mark 

Biedron, President of the New Jersey State Board of 

Education and Co-Founder of the Willow School, 

appeared as a guest presenter at the all-staff 

professional day this past October.  

  

Read more...  

   

SHADE TREE COMMISSION ANNUAL REPORT 

   

Sandy was the last straw! 

After the borough lost 120 

trees to that unprecedented 

hurricane, it was apparent 

that only a herculean effort 

could preserve the town's 

most iconic and treasured 

resource - its trees. So in 

2014, the Shade Tree 

Commission was entrusted with a capital commitment 

to plant 1000 trees over 5 years. Because 2015 

marked the first full year of this initiative, the 

Commission has issued a particularly comprehensive 

annual report. So, for a look at what your commission 

has been up to...  

  

Read more....  

   

 

WEATHER WOES - WILL UNSEASONABLE 
WARMTH SPOIL THE SPRING SHOW? 
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By Betsy Ginsburg 

  

The warm late fall and early 

winter weather has spawned 

unusual developments in 

gardens and yards all over 

the area. Cherry trees and 

some viburnums have burst 

into bloom. Spring bulbs 

have sprouted, with an inch 

or more of new foliage 

emerging from the ground. 

New growth has appeared 

on some perennials and 

seeds are germinating. Cool season weeds, like onion 

grass, are growing as if they are on steroids.  

   

Read more... 

   

FREEMAN GARDENS UPDATE 

By Betsy Ginsburg 

  

Freeman gardens is 

officially closed for the 

season and the plants 

should be hard at work 

on their long winter's 

naps. However, the 

recent warm 

temperatures have kept the ground workable and 

that means that Freeman Gardens Association 

president Kevin Sherry has been busy. Peonies and 

lilacs have been planted, as well as three Colorado 

blue spruce trees. New planting holes await the 

spring installation of the two hawthorn saplings that 

Mr. Sherry has nurtured for the past couple of years. 

Two dead trees have been removed from the Gardens 

and the fast growing/ever invasive vinca and English 

ivy trimmed back in the woodland area. An array of 

newly planted tulips and daffodils lie comfortably 

under the soil in urns and in-ground in various parts 

of the Gardens, awaiting their moments of spring 

glory. To enhance the Gardens' appearance and 

insulate plants from weather vagaries, edging and 

mulching have been done recently by Mr. Sherry. 

If the weather remains warm, Mr. Sherry anticipates 

more garden work. The weather may be changeable 

and visitors absent, but Freeman Gardens remains a 

hub of activity. 

 
  

  

We look forward to growing together 
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