
 

MEETING MINUTES 
Jersey City Environmental Commission 
City Hall – 280 Grove Street, Jersey City NJ 07302 

Alison Cucco, Acting Chair 

 

Meeting: Jersey City Environmental Commission Public Meeting  
  
Date / Location: 17 January 2017– 6:30 p.m. 

Office of Innovation, Room 213, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 
07302 

  
Attendees: Commissioners/City Representatives Public Participants 
 Alison Cucco, Acting Chair 

Allison Solowsky 
Mario Verdibello 
Greg Lanez 
Michelle Luebke 
Gabrielle Ristorucci 
 
Kate Lawrence, Secretary 

Dan Spadaro 
Page Keek 

  
Prepared By: Allison Solowsky, Katherine Lawrence 
  
Date Prepared: 16 February 2017 

 
ROLL CALL 
Six of eight active commissioners were present; four constitutes quorum. Commissioners 
Meggett and Goldsmith were absent.   
 
SUNSHINE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Secretary Lawrence confirmed the sunshine announcement went out Friday, January 13th.  
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  
No other comments from commissioners. December minutes were approved.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 

 Commissioner Schultzer has resigned from the Commission leaving a vacancy for 
Acting Chair. 

 Commissioner Cucco was recommended and has been appointed Acting Chair. 
 Vote was taken on electing a new Vice Chair for the Commission and it was voted 

that Commissioner Solowsky assume the role of Vice Chair. 
 
 
 

   



Meeting Minutes Jersey City Environmental Commission Public Meeting:  
17 January 2017– 6:30 p.m. 

Page 2 of 5 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS  
 
Resiliency Planning Documents - update 

 Secretary Lawrence gave a brief update on the Resiliency Planning Documents project.  
The document is undergoing constant work and is still in draft form. 

 The first draft of the Resiliency Master Plan has been submitted but not open to the 
public as of yet. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that a meeting for the public has been scheduled for March 
and the deadline for the plans is set for June. 

 Commissioner Luebke and Acting Chair Cucco both asked if the Commission would be 
permitted to see sections of the Plan for review and if our comments would be accepted. 

o Secretary Lawrence stated that there has been much back and forth in regards to 
editing and that once the Plan is in a more finished format she would circulate 
drafts to the commissioners for review. In addition, after the public meeting in 
March, another round of drafts and comments will commence.  

 Commissioner Luebke asked if the new Plan includes anything in regards to dealing with 
natural disasters. 

o Secretary Lawrence stated that the documents address physical and policy 
measures that would mitigate the effects of a major storm event. She stated that 
Hudson County has a Hazard Mitigation Plan that includes Jersey City. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Discussion of EC priorities for 2017 

 Commissioner Cucco had circulated a google doc to the commissioners to add ideas and 
thoughts in regards to possible projects for this year. 

 Secretary Lawrence outlined that the Commission should be hosting a conference every 
two years.  This year the Office of Innovation is collaborating with St. Peters University 
to host a conference in the spring that the Commission could collaborate on.   

o Commissioner Verdibello suggested that the Commission could assist and suggest 
speakers for panel and round table discussions and could also help pick topics that 
should be up for discussion. 

 Secretary Lawrence mentioned that the draft update of the ordinance for the Jersey City 
Shade Tree Commission requires that a member of the Environmental Commission be a 
member of the Shade Tree Commission. Secretary Lawrence also stated that there are no 
further updates on the Shade Tree Commission at this time. 

 A subsequent priority for 2017 will be assisting Dr. Hartman with the completion of the 
Environmental Resource Inventory and getting the word out to the administration and the 
community about the project. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that she must check in with Tanya Marione in regards to the 
EC’s generation of an Annual Report. 

 The Local Emergency Council was brought up as well as an initiative the EC should be a 
part of as well for 2017. Commissioner Lanez stated that he would like to be the 
Commission’s designated member to the Council and will attend the meetings. 
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 Commissioner Cucco mentioned that the EC is the designated Green Team for 
Sustainable Jersey and asked Commissioner Luebke if she was still interested in 
spearheading this effort. 

o Commissioner Luebke agreed that she would like to lead this initiative. 
o Secretary Lawrence stated that she has a conference call scheduled to discuss the 

Commission’s Sustainable Jersey certification, which expires this summer. The 
application would need to be updated in order to resubmit for certification. 

o Commissioners Cucco and Luebke stated that they would be interested in meeting 
with Secretary Lawrence after the conference call to discuss next steps. 

 Commissioner Luebke mentioned that she will be speaking to ANJEC in regards to an 
interest in stream daylighting.   

o Commissioner Cucco asked if there were specific areas of focus. 
o Commissioner Luebke mentioned that the issue of finding funding was the 

priority. 
o Commissioner Cucco mentioned that the ANJEC has an Open Stewardship Grant 

that may be a viable possibility for funding. 
 Commissioner Verdibello mentioned organizing a trip to the Boonton Reservoir and 

stated that his contacts at the Reservoir could come to the Commission to give a 
presentation prior to our visit. 

o Commissioner Cucco asked if Commissioner Verdibello has a contact to reach 
out to organize the visit and Commissioner Verdibello stated that Mr. Keith Wood 
is the Watershed Superintendent and he would reach out to coordinate.  
Commissioner Verdibello also mentioned that if the Commission would like to 
visit the sewerage treatment facility as well, it could be coordinated. 

 Commissioner Cucco listed Educational Interests and Initiatives as the final priority 
mentioned for 2017.  Possible ideas included creating a public outreach plan/campaign 
for sustainability, water retention, plastic waste, etc.  The public outreach plan could 
include reaching out to libraries, block associations, and the school system. 

o Commissioner Luebke stated that ANJEC provides educational tools and games 
that the Commission may be interested in obtaining for Earth Day. ANJEC has 
tabletop activities as well as a spinning wheel game that she will request. 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that commissioners could sign up for predetermined time 
slots to man the Environmental Commission’s booth at City Hall on Earth Day. 

 

Sustainability Plan Framework Brainstorming 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that she will begin working on creating the sustainability plan 
in house and would like feedback from the EC on outreach methods, focus areas, topics 
of interest, and specific items that the EC would like to see in the plan 

 Secretary Lawrence provided copies of Washington, D.C.’s and Battery Park’s 
Sustainability Plans for the Commission’s review 

 Commissioner Luebke outlined the following points she would like to see in the City’s 
plan: 

o Stormwater management 
o Use of native plants in ornamental plantings 
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o LEED certifications 
o Bike lanes paved with porous pavement 
o Use of solar panels, alternative resources, green roofs, etc. 

 Commissioner Verdibello asked if it would be feasible for the City to utilize solar panels 
o Commissioner Luebke stated that it should be feasible as a city to accomplish 

 Commissioner Lanez stated that a topic that should be included is food shortages and 
access to fresh produce.  He also mentioned that the City of Newark is partnering with 
hydroponic farms to address this issue. 

 Commissioner Cucco mentioned community gardens as a subsequent item and stated that 
the public had expressed an interest in them at Earth Day last year.  She stated that a 
neighborhood garden tour by ward would be a good way to educate the public on 
community gardens. 

 Commissioner Verdibello suggested that transportation items should be included 
including strengthening the City’s partnerships with the Port Authority and NJ Transit. 

 

ANJEC Training in the Spring 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that several dates for training have been listed by ANJEC, 
the most convenient for Jersey City Environmental Commission members is March 25th 
in Cranford. 

 Commissioner Meggett and Secretary Lawrence have not attended and would like to go 
this year. 

 Commissioner Cucco suggested that those who have already attended or would not like 
to attend again this year could organize an outreach day for that day instead.   

 Commissioner Verdibello suggested that Elliot Ruga could do a presentation for the 
schools. 

 

NJ Tree Foundation Application for Trees for Spring Planting 

 Commissioner Verdibello wanted to bring this up for discussion and would like to spread 
the word to ensure that the community was aware of the opportunity. 

 Commissioner Cucco suggested that this item could be brought up at the upcoming 
Sustainable JC meeting on February 7th from 7pm to 9pm in the Caucus Room in City 
Hall. 

  

CLOSING REMARKS AND OTHER BUSINESS BY COMMISSIONERS 

 Commissioner Verdibello wanted to follow up on the 5.5-acre development in Boonton 
near the reservoir.  He has reached out to Keith Wood and Thomas Gibbons who 
contacted the MUA director, Council, and Deputy Mayor.  Elliot Ruga put him in touch 
with a contact at McCann- Eckell.  

 Commissioner Verdibello would like to write a letter to bring this to the attention of the 
Mayor, Council, MUA Board and MUA Director.  He stated that he will draft a letter this 
week. 
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 Commissioner Lanez provided an update on the Rebuild by Design public meetings.  The 
draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) report will be published on February 24th.  
There will be a public hearing on March 16th.  There will be a 45-day public comment 
period beginning when the DEIS is published on February 24th and closing on April 10th. 
The Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS) and Draft Record of Decision will be 
published in June. 

o Commissioner Lanez will be attending the public hearing. Secretary Lawrence 
has been attending the Executive Steering Committee Meetings for the Rebuild 
By Design-Hudson River Project. 

 
GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 Dan Spadaro and his wife Page Keek provided comments on watershed protection.  They 
asked if there was a means to protect our watershed and stated that upstate NY may 
provide an example.  They recommended that an external risk assessment be made. 

 Mr. Spadaro and Ms. Keek also had questions about Hoboken’s plans for flooding and 
the affect Hoboken’s plans will have on Jersey City. 

o Secretary Lawrence stated that Hoboken’s current plan is not projected to increase 
flooding on Jersey City’s side.  In order to proceed with construction using federal 
funding, Hoboken will have to obtain permission from properties that will be 
adversely affected. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Environmental Commission meeting is scheduled for 21 February 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302.   



DATE PROJECT NOTIFICATION FROM NOTIFICATION TYPE PERMIT/ CERTIFICATION

PERMITTING/ 

CERTIFYING BODY

12/30/2016 362 Summit Avenue Chisvette Engineering Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

12/27/2016
Sanitary Sewer Service for Dr. Lena Frances Edwards 
Apartments at 445 Ocean Avenue

MidAtlantic Engineering 
Partners, LLC Notice of Submissions

Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

12/1/2016 Route 1 & 9 Pulaski Skyway Rehabilitation Dresdner Robin Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

11/10/2016 134 Baldwin Avenue
Michels & Waldron 
Associates, LLC Notice of Submission

Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

11/7/2016 197 Van Vorst Street Matrix New World Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

10/26/2016 Former Elk Trucking Site, Mall Drive East EWMA Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

9/12/2016 362 Summit Avenue Chisvette Engineering Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

8/12/2016 2 Shore Lane Dresdner Robin Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

4/25/2016
Proposed JC Elementary School #3, 164 Laidlaw Ave 
and 157 Jefferson Ave

Distinct Engineering 
Solutions, Inc. Notice of Submission

Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

2/25/2016
Jersey City Housing Authority Montgomery Family 
Phase I, 563‐569 Montgomery St PS&S Notice of Submission

Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

2/1/2016 Provost Square Project Phase 2 ESE  Notice of Submission
Form TWA‐1 – Treatment Works 
Application

NJ DEP, Div. of Water 
Quality

10/3/2016
Remediation of Apollo After School ‐ Golden Door 
Site, 3044 John F. Kennedy Blvd GEI Consultants

Notice of Response Action 
Outcome letter

Response Action Outcome for the 
remediation of site

NJ DEP, Site Remediation 
Program

7/25/2016 Liberty National ‐ Tankport Area
Potomac‐Hudson 
Environmental, Inc.

Notification of Classification 
Exception/Well Restriction 
Area

Classification Exception/Well 
Restriction Area Fact Sheet and 
Certification Forms

NJ DEP, Site Remediation 
Program

5/6/2016 124‐142 1st Street (aka 2nd Street) Antea Group

Notification of Classification 
Exception/Well Restriction 
Area

Classification Exception/Well 
Restriction Area Fact Sheet and 
Certification Forms

NJ DEP, Site Remediation 
Program

5/5/2016
Former ExxonMobil Facility #3‐4131, 384 Paterson 
Plank Road AECOM

Notification of Classification 
Exception/Well Restriction 
Area

Classification Exception/Well 
Restriction Area Fact Sheet and 
Certification Forms

NJ DEP, Site Remediation 
Program

3/11/2016

Port Liberte Health Club, aka New Liberty Health 
Club; Liberty National Golf Club, 100 Caven Point 
Road

NJ DEP, Site 
Remediation and Waste 
Management Program

Notification of issuance of 
Permit Soil Remdial Action Permit

NJ DEP, Site Remediation 
and Waste Management 
Program

12/21/2016 Bayonne Aqueduct 30” Pipe Repair Project

SUEZ Water 
Environmental Service, 
Inc. Notice of Submissions

Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit and Water Quality 
Certificate

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

12/14/2016
Hoboken Long Slip Canal Fill and Rail Enhancement 
Project

NJ Transit Environment, 
Energy and 
Sustainability Services 
Division Notice of Submissions

Waterfront Development Upland and 
In‐Water Individual Permit and Water 
Quality Certificate

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

12/13/2016
Holland Tunnel Pier 9/204 – Dredging & Underwater 
Netting

Port Authority of NY & 
NJ Notice of Submissions

Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit, Water Quality 
Certificate, and Federal Consistency 
Determination

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

11/9/2016 Liberty Island Museum ‐ Temporary Staging Pier

Statue of Liberty 
National Monument and 
Ellis Island New York, 
NY, National Park 
Service Notice of Submission

Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit, Coastal Wetlands 
Permit, Coastal Applicability 
Determination, Water Quality 
Certificate, and Federal Consistency 
Determination

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

9/30/2016
Hudson County Improvement Authority's Duncan 
Avenue Reconstruction Project PS&S Notice of Submission

Waterfront Development Individual 
Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

9/12/2016 Liberty Island Beach Stabilization

Statue of Liberty 
National Monument and 
Ellis Island New York, 
NY, National Park 
Service Notice of Submission Waterfront Development Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

9/8/2016
Rehabilitation of Pier C and the Southern and Eastern 
Marginal Wharves at Greenville Yards HDR Engineering Notice of Submission Waterfront Development Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

9/6/2016 PATH Exchange Place Underwater Netting
Port Authority of New 
York & New Jersey Notice of Submission

Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

6/2/2016
PSE&G Jersey City Switch Project, 135‐147 Duffield 
Ave PS&G Notice of Submission Flood Hazard Area Individual Permit

NJDEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

4/29/2016 Stormwater outfalls for the Ellipse Development Site Dresdner Robin Notice of Submission
Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

Submission and Application Notices to Jersey City Environmental Commission 1/1/16 ‐ 12/31/16
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Submission and Application Notices to Jersey City Environmental Commission 1/1/16 ‐ 12/31/16

4/16/2016 JCMUA Manhattan Ave Ditch Restoration JCMUA? Notice of Submission
Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

4/14/2016 Port Liberte Floating Wave Attenuators Boswell Engineering Notice of Submission
Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

4/5/2016
Maintenance and Repair of Port Jersey North Marine 
Terminal

Port Authority of New 
York & New Jersey Notice of Submission Waterfront Development Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

3/15/2016 Liberty State Park Ferry Slip Rehabilitation Matrix New World Notice of Submission
Waterfront Development In‐Water 
Individual Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

2/29/2016 234 Suydam Ave
Palermo Edwards 
Architecture Notice of Submission

Flood Hazard Area Verification and 
Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

2/23/2016 Repair at Sixth Street pier Site Dresdner Robin Notice of Submission
Major Modification of Waterfront 
Development In‐Water Permit

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation

10/11/2016

Waterfont and Upland Waterfront Development 
Permits, Horizontal Directional Drilling under the 
Hackensack River

State of New Jersey 
Historic Preservation 
Office Memorandum Review

State of New Jersey 
Historic Preservation 
Office

2/17/2016

Hess North Jersey Pipeline ‐ filled with low pressure 
nitrogen gas and potential safety concern to 
contractor personnel Hess Corporation Letter Public Awareness

Hess Corporation's Public 
Awareness Outreach 
Effort

2/8/2016
Verizon Jersey City Work Center, January 2016 
Classification Exception Area Biennial Certification

EnviroTrac 
Environmental Services Notice of Submission

Classification Exception Area Biennial 
Certification

NJ DEP, Bureau of Case 
Assignment and Initial 
Notice

1/23/2016

Jersey City Verizon Work Center, Classification 
Exception Area Biennial Certification ‐ Groundwater 
sampling results

EnviroTrac 
Environmental Services Notice of Submission

Classification Exception Area Biennial 
Certification ‐ Groundwater Remedial 
Action Permit

NJ DEP, Bureau of Case 
Assignment and Initial 
Notice

12/28/2016 Shah Poplar 2 2FD, 102 & 104 Poplar St.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/27/2016
Mercer Jordan Mixed Use: 289 Jordan, 26 Tuers Ave 
& 535‐545 Mercer St.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/27/2016
Bullseye Brunswick Residential, 160‐166 Brunswick 
St.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/27/2016 Bullseye Brunswick Residential, 156‐158 Brunswick St

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/12/2016
Montgomery Family Phase 1: rev. for sewer 
excavation, 561 Montgomery St.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/9/2016 Pathside Summit Ave Parking, 499‐501 Summit Ave.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/8/2016 GND Builders Pine Residential, 313‐321 Pine St.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

12/2/2016 Myneni & Sons Grand Residential, 684 Grand St.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District  Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/29/2016
SA‐5 Sites 090/184 Hydraulic Barrier Wall Extension, 
Route 440 & Carbon Place

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/29/2016
Casablanca Bennett Residential, 16 Bennett St & 148 
Clarke Ave.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/18/2016
Hudson Co. Courthouse Monumental Stairs & Plaza, 
583 Newark Ave.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/16/2016 HBC New York Ave Residential, 39 New York Ave.

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/16/2016
Jersey City Switching Station BLC Hudson Tie‐In, Van 
Keuren, Duffield, NJTPK ROW

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/16/2016
Holland Tunnel Piers 9 & 204 Phase II Construction, 
Piers 9 & 204 at Newport

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/16/2016
Edgewood Lake at Lincoln Park, Lincoln Park & 
Lakeview Drive

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/16/2016

JCMUA 30" Aqueduct Installation: rev. to add phasing 
& update SESC Notes, Communipaw Ave, Whiton St, 
Morris St & Blvd, Regent St

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Recertification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/4/2016 Singh Terrace 2 2FD, 95 & 97 Terrace Ave

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District
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11/4/2016 Myneni Danforth 2 2FD, 265 & 267 Danforth Ave

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

11/2/2016

PSEG Remediation West End Parcel 2: rev. LOD ‐ add 
0.5 acre NJ Transit area, 90 Duffield Ave & St. Pauls 
Ave

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Recertification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

10/25/2016 Palisade Square Demolition, 500 Palisade Ave

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District

Notice of Retaining 
Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

10/14/2016 Hudson Chrysler Service Center, 625 Route 440

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

10/6/2016
PSEG Penhorn Substation PH II: rev LOD to include 
add'l laydown, stockpile; Secaucus Road

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

10/6/2016
Harborside M‐C Plaza VI & VII Phase 1: rev. through 
Bulletin No. 14, Hudson St & Greene St

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

10/4/2016
Tovaste Baldwin Apartment Building, 134 Baldwin 
Ave

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

9/27/2016
Monticello Triangle Phase I Demolition, 220 
Monticello Ave

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

9/22/2016

Newport Development: revised Ellipse plan + 
recertification of balance of project; 130 River Dr, 15 
14th St, 25 Park Ln South, 2 Sixth St, & 700 
Washington Blvd

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Recertification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

9/12/2016
Embankment House & Revetment House: revised for 
Revetment Final Site Plan, 270 & 310 Tenth St

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Recertification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

9/9/2016 Tovaste Whiton Apartments, 424 Whiton St

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District

9/7/2016 Singh Kennedy Apartments, 3224‐3230 Kennedy Blvd

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation 
District Notice of Certification

Certifications of Soil Erosion and 
Sediment Control Plans

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District
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Date / Location: 21 February 2017– 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 
07302 

  
Attendees: Commissioners/City 

Representatives 
Scheduled Speakers & Guests 

  
Alison Cucco, Acting Chair 
Allison Solowsky 
Mario Verdibello 
Greg Lanez 
Gabrielle Ristorucci 
Lucas Netchert  
 
Kate Lawrence, Secretary 

Ryan Metz, Forester with the Jersey 
City Department of Public Works  
 
Sammy Ocasio, Director of the 
Division of Parks & Forestry, Jersey 
City Department of Public Works 
 
Dr. Jean Marie Hartman, Rutgers 
University 
 
Public Participants 
Debra Italiano, Sustainable JC 
Pawandeep Singh 

  
Prepared By: Allison Solowsky, Katherine Lawrence 
Date Prepared: 15 March 2017 

 
ROLL CALL 
Six of eight active commissioners were present; four constitutes quorum. Commissioners Meggett, 
Goldsmith, Luebke were absent.   
 
SUNSHINE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Secretary Lawrence confirmed the sunshine announcement went out Friday, January 13th.  
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  
No other comments from commissioners. January minutes stand approved as corrected.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUSINESS 

 Commissioner Goldsmith has resigned from the Commission leaving a vacancy. 
 New commissioner Lucas Netchert has been appointed to the Environmental 

Commission, this was his first meeting. 
 

SCHEDULED SPEAKER: 
Ryan Metz, Forester, Jersey City Department of Public Works  

 Ryan Metz introduced himself as the new Forester for the City 
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 His main point of focus since assuming the role is a $300,000 grant from the State 
that can be utilized for tree planting this spring. 

 Mr. Metz will also be focusing on changing stipulations in regards to increasing tree 
bed size and for introducing new species of trees into Jersey City, such as oaks, 
pines, maples, etc. 

 Debra Italiano from Sustainable JC asked Mr. Metz a question in regards to having 
concerns for introducing new tree species to Jersey City.  Mr. Metz stated that in his 
experience, the initial establishment of a species is important and that ultimately any 
species can thrive, it is merely a matter of changing the soil amendments.  

 Secretary Lawrence mentioned the idea of creating a team of urban foresters; a 
further conversation needs to be had. 

 A volunteer from Sustainable JC stated that the organization is partnering with local 
high school students who are conducting tree surveys. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked Ryan Metz if he and the Division of Parks Maintenance 
have any goals for tree planting. 

o Ryan Metz stated that 20-40% of trees need to be replaced in the City.   He is 
striving to have 8-10,000 trees planted over the next 10 years, 1,000 trees he 
hopes will be planted each season.    

 Commissioner Netchert asked if Mr. Metz has any plans in regards to the older trees 
in the City and preventing the lifting of pavement and sidewalks created from their 
roots 

o Mr. Metz stated that Parks Maintenance is brainstorming ideas such as 
creating ramping over roots, cutting out 5x10 openings to create allowance 
for the roots, and introducing the use of thinner cement/concrete  

 

OLD BUSINESS  
 
Environmental Resource Inventory – update by Dr. Jean Marie Hartman    

 Dr. Hartman announced that she will be giving the commissioners and the public 10 days 
(deadline of March 3rd) to get back to her with comments on the document.  She will be 
giving Secretary Lawrence a thumb drive that Secretary Lawrence may review first and 
then can share with the rest of the commission. 

 The thumb drive will contain a full set of all the soil information, all USGS data, and will 
be set up as the Geo database.  Dr. Hartman intends this to be a living document, where 
new data can be inputted as time goes on. She also mentioned that the document contains 
a full data directory of all of the data that was used.  

 Dr. Hartman also mentioned that the commissioners should review the executive 
summary as this contains all the recommendations. 

 Commissioner Verdibello stated that the maps look much cleaner and the clarity is much 
better in this version of the document. 

 Dr. Hartman stated that she had included portions of a master’s thesis that discusses 
historical changes in the City’s shoreline and explains why some areas flood and others 
don’t as well as why some areas are better candidates for development than others. 
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 Dr. Hartman pointed out that she included a map that delineates the areas of the City that 
have soil comprised of urban fill.  Because the permeability of urban fill is unknown 
without further testing, it is unknown how well these areas will lend themselves to green 
infrastructure.  Dr. Hartman also pointed out that there is a map that outlines groundwater 
contamination. 

 The commissioners discussed minor changes to the document and the best way for 
submitting comments. It was agreed that Commissioner Cucco stated would generate an 
email so all of the commissioners could add their notes to the email thread. 

 Dr. Hartman stated that once the document is complete she would be happy to hold a 
presentation for the City Council at one of their caucus meetings; she could prepare a 
slide show presentation. 

 
ANJEC Training 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that March 25th is the date of the ANJEC training that would 
be closest for the commissioners to attend.  It will be hosted in Cranford.   

 Commissioners Meggett, Netchert, and Secretary Lawrence are interested in attending 
and the commissioners who are not attending are interested in hosting an educational 
outreach day instead. 

 
Rebuild By Design  

 Commissioner Lanez stated that the next Rebuild by Design DEIS hearing will be taking 
place Thursday March 16th from 6pm to 9pm.   

 Secretary Lawrence stated that the draft Environmental Impact Statement will be 
published shortly.  The City Clerk’s office and the public libraries will have copies for 
distribution.  The 24 day comment period began February 24th and will end on April 10th. 

 
EC Action Plan 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that she will follow up with Commissioner Luebke in 
regards to Earth Day activities we could get from ANJEC.   

 Commissioner Cucco stated that the Commission might want to link up with Sustainable 
JC to move forward with some of their other initiatives and collaborate.  There could be 
collaboration on conducting a study on global climate change or a bud break in the 
Spring. 

 Commissioner Verdibello stated that it might be a good idea to get the Department of 
Public Works involved.  DPW could host visits to their facility or could make an 
educational outreach program to the schools. 

 Secretary Lawrence had a conversation with St. Peter’s University in regards to the 
sustainability conference they have held in the past.  This year, the university will be 
hosting a weeklong celebration and the event organizers are open to collaborating with 
the Innovation Team and the Environmental Commission.  The Commission could host a 
panel discussion, have a booth, or conduct a presentation. 

o Commissioner Cucco and Secretary Lawrence discussed having an event in the 
evening or on Saturday in order to allow more commissioners to participate. They 
agreed to have a follow-up discussion within 2 weeks to narrow down an idea. 
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 Commissioner Lanez stated that he has contacted the Local Emergency Board and has 
begun his in processing which is a month long process, 1 day a week for 4 weeks. 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that she looked into becoming a member of the Highland 
Commission and wanted to know the commissioners’ thoughts on becoming either an 
Associate or an Affiliate.  An Associate member serves in more of a supportive role 
while the Affiliate is more of a commitment, attending monthly policy meetings, etc. 

o The commissioners agreed that it may be best for the Commission to join in the 
Associate capacity and Commissioner Cucco stated that she will confirm the 
annual commitment fee.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

Meeting and Site Visit with the Department of Public Works 
 Commissioners Verdibello and Lanez joined Secretary Lawrence on a site visit to DPW 

on Tuesday, February 7th.  The commissioners stated that the meeting went very well and 
the directors of DPW repeatedly stated that they want to be more involved and have an 
open line of communication with the Commission as there are many common interests 
shared between the two entities. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that Ms. Sonia Dublin, who oversees some aspects of 
Sanitation and Recycling, will come to the next Environmental Commission meeting in 
March.   
 

Bergen Arches – Commissioner Greg Lanez  
 Commissioner Lanez stated that he attended a community meeting on Thursday February 

16th regarding a proposed park by Route 139. Members of the public are interested in 
making it into a public green space and art space. 
 

MUA Letter 
 Commissioners Verdibello and Cucco sent out the letter to Daniel Becht from the MUA.  

The response that was given was that the development is in compliance. 
 Commissioner Verdibello is concerned about the lack of an environmental impact study 

as well as a lack of public meetings – believes that the developer may have been flying 
under the radar.  Commissioner Verdibello would like to meet with Suez, the MUA, and 
the developer of the project to discuss real measures to eliminate contamination. 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that Tom Gibbons wrote in the email thread that a meeting 
could be organized in regards to these concerns and that possibly Commissioner Cucco 
could set up an internal meeting to go over a plan of action and talking points that the 
Commission could bring to the table. 
Commissioners Cucco, Verdibello, and Netchert agreed to meet to discuss talking points 
before the larger meeting. 
 

PPG Community Meeting  
 Commissioner Cucco attended the meeting that was held on January 31st.  She stated that 

there is still remediation underway; however, a lot has been completed.  At the meeting a 
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handout was provided that delineated key dates and target areas and outlined that lead 
testing has been ongoing as well. 

 

ANJEC Open Space Stewardship Grant  
 Secretary Lawrence stated that the grant application is due April 1st and the Commission 

could discuss at the next meeting in March on how to proceed.   
 Commissioner Netchert stated that he would like to help out with this effort. 

 

Communication for Environmental Commission 
 Secretary Lawrence stated that the commission may want to consider getting emails for 

the commissioners and having its own social media presence (Facebook, twitter, etc.). 
She suggested creating a communications team for the Commission to explore these 
issues. 

 Commissioner Solowsky stated that she would look into obtaining emails for the 
commissioners through the City’s Outlook system as well as creating the Commission’s 
own Facebook page. 
 

Sustainable JC Certification 
 Secretary Lawrence stated that the deadline for recertification is coming up in June and 

that she will put the document into a Google Doc to share with the commissioners 
 

CLOSING REMARKS AND OTHER BUSINESS BY COMMISSIONERS 
  No closing remarks or other business by commissioners. 

 
GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 Pawandeep Singh stated that thankful for the Commission’s interest in water 
conservation and asked a question in regards to what happens with residents’ trash once 
picked up for collection.  Secretary Lawrence stated that this would be a great question to 
bring up at the next meeting when Ms. Dublin from DPW will be present. 

  Mr. Singh also asked if the Environmental Commission would post their 2017 plan 
online for the public to view.  Secretary Lawrence stated that the Commission could look 
into posting once the plan has been finalized. 

 Debra Italiano of Sustainable JC stated that her organization has been collaborating with 
the Innovation Team. She stated that her organization would like to partner with the 
Commission and collaborate on common initiatives going forward.  Earth Day looks like 
a good jumping off point for Ms. Italiano to begin collaborating with the Commission.   
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
The next Environmental Commission meeting is scheduled for 21 March 2017 at 6:30p.m. in the 
Council Caucus Room, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302.   



February 21, 2017, Environmental Commission Meeting 
 
 
Notice of Submissions for NJ DEP Permits and Certifications  

PROJECT  PERMIT/CERTIFICATON 
REQUESTED 

NOTIFICATION FROM  DATE 

SA‐6 South Open Space 
AOC 

Proposed establishment of 
Ground Water Classification 
Exception Area (CEA) and 
Well Restriction Area 

Honeywell  1/17/17 

5‐story, mixed‐use 
building at 100 
Monitor Street 

Flood Hazard Area 
Verification and Individual 
Permit 

INSITE Engineering, Surveying, 
Planning 

1/17/17 

 
 
Certifications of Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plans from Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic Soil Conservation 
District  

PROJECT  DATE 
Exelco Terrace 2 2FD, – 210 &212 Terrace Ave.  1/18/17 
Oakland Waverly Residential – 83 Waverly Street  1/18/17 
One Journal Square – 10 Journal Square Plaza  1/19/17 
Journal Squared Phase 1B – 615 Pavonia Ave  1/19/17 
PSEG West End Storage yard Sediment Staging; revised Stockpiling – 90 Duffield Ave  1/20/17 
NJCU Phase II Roadway Infrastructure – 555 Rt 440  1/24/17 
Brandywine Government Annex: revised Limit of Disturbance to 1.2173 acre – 360‐
398 MLK Drive 

1/27/17 

Jhaveri Shah Terrace 2‐2FD – 269 & 271 Terrace Ave  1/27/17 
LMV Warren Mixed Use High Rise – 321 Warren St.  1/31/17 
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Meeting: Jersey City Environmental Commission Public Meeting  
  
Date / Location: 21 March 2017– 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 
07302 

  
Attendees: Commissioners/City 

Representatives 
Scheduled Speakers 

  
Alison Cucco, Acting Chair 
Allison Solowsky 
Mario Verdibello 
Greg Lanez 
Lucas Netchert  
 
Kate Lawrence, Secretary 

Rob Rodriguez, Superintendent, 
Liberty State Park 

Jonathan Luk, Deputy 
Superintendent, Liberty State Park 

Joseph Dunn, Morris County Soil 
Conservation District 

  
Prepared By: Allison Solowsky, Katherine Lawrence 
  
Date Prepared: 17 April 2017 
  

 
ROLL CALL 
Five of 8 commissioners were present; four constitutes quorum. Commissioners Meggett, Luebke, 
and Ristorucci were absent.   
 
SUNSHINE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Secretary Lawrence confirmed the sunshine announcement went out Friday, March 17th.  
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  
No other comments from commissioners. February minutes stand approved as corrected.  
 
SCHEDULED SPEAKERS: 
Rob Rodriguez, Superintendent, Liberty State Park  

 Mr. Rodriguez introduced himself and the Deputy Superintendent Jonathan Luk and 
gave the Commission a brief background on LSP.  The 600-acre park is managed by 
the State of NJ. 

 They stated that the purpose of their visit to the Environmental Commission was to 
open lines of communication between LSP and the Commission. 

 250 acres of the park are still closed off to the public. Over the past 30 years they 
have been trying to determine what the State can do with this land - would like to 
restore and utilize the area for passive recreation (trails, salt marsh, etc.), however, 
there is currently no funding to improve the interior. 
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 Mr. Rodriguez stated that Hurricane Sandy affected the Park tremendously, causing 
$25 million in damages; the terminal building got the brunt of the impact but 
reopened in May 2016 (with an improved water suppression system) and is currently 
open to the public daily.  The historic terminal building currently houses an 
information desk, museum exhibits, park offices, event space, and the ticket office 
for ferry trips to Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty. 

 Mr. Rodriguez stated that the park’s Interpretive Center had roughly a foot and a half 
of water damage from Hurricane Sandy; all of the exhibits were damaged.  Mr. 
Rodriguez stated that they will be going out to bid within the next couple weeks for 
the reconstruction of the center.  The reconstruction will include upgrades to the 
auditorium, new exhibits, and increased community space. 

 Commissioner Verdibello asked if requests for renovations or potential projects for 
Liberty State Park can be made.  He would like to see improvements made towards 
fishing accessibility.   

 Mr. Rodriguez stated that there are problems with shoreline deterioration and they 
are trying to figure out how to address these issues utilizing their own budget. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked about contamination in the interior.  Mr. Rodriguez 
stated that Liberty State Park, which was formerly used for railroad lines, is largely 
made up of historic fill which contains contaminants like heavy metals.  He stated 
that the 350 acres of the park that are open to the public have been treated in some 
way – there is a 1ft. cap of clean fill in all public areas. 250 acres of the park are still 
untreated. 

 Secretary Lawrence asked about planned capital improvements and funding.  Mr. 
Rodriguez stated that the state’s corporate business tax brings in $6 million annually 
for capital improvements to all of the state parks and historic sites.  There is a 
priority list of capital improvements to determine allocation of these funds.  Priority 
will be given to bulk heads, roads, and collapsed drainage systems. 

 Secretary Lawrence asked about how proposed developments in the Grand Jersey 
Redevelopment Area will impact the park.  Mr. Rodriguez stated that they have met 
with the developers and that Sam Pesin – the president of the Friends of Liberty State 
Park – has been a great resource and advocate during these meetings as he is well 
connected in the community and can keep them informed. 

 Mr. Rodriguez stated that discussion about the Jersey Ave. bridge project has been 
ongoing with the City’s Director of Engineering Joe Cunha and others, especially 
regarding bicycle and pedestrian paths in both directions. 

 
SCHEDULED DISCUSSION: Boonton Reservoir Development’s Potential Impact on 
JC Water Quality and Rockaway River Stream Bank Erosion 

 Present for this discussion were Joseph Dunn from Morris County Soil Conservation 
District (SCD), George Stafford and Sean Gilson with the Highlands Coalition, and Tom 
Gibbons from the MUA. 

 Mr. Dunn gave a brief introduction and overview of the Morris County SCD which 
enforces state law in Morris County (a state subdivision with finite authority) and works 
with the Department of Agriculture on a federal level. 



Meeting Minutes Jersey City Environmental Commission Public Meeting:  
21 March 2017– 6:30 p.m. 

Page 3 of 5 

 

 

 The SCD can issue permits and issues between 200 and 300 annually (generally 
demolition and construction permits). 

 Commissioner Verdibello stated that he would like to emphasize the importance of 
protecting our reservoirs and the watershed and streams that feed them.  He stated that the 
Commission is concerned about the contamination the new development by the Boonton 
Reservoir may have on the reservoir. 

 Commissioner Verdibello stated that Mr. Dunn has been the only representative that has 
given the Commission answers about this project to calm concerns and help determine 
what measures may be put in place to protect the reservoir. 

 Mr. Dunn stated that no subdivisions are allowed in the county of Morris; all streams in 
Morris are given a 300-ft. buffer on either side which amounts to roughly 600,000 acres 
of land in the county where construction is not permitted. 

 Commissioner Verdibello asked Mr. Dunn how this project was permitted to happen.  
Mr. Dunn stated that this parcel of land does not fall within the protection area under the 
Highlands Act; Parsippany was designated as an area of growth. 

 Secretary Lawrence asked what protections are being taken since this area does not fall 
within the Protection Area’s jurisdiction. 

 Mr. Dunn stated that a water quality basin is being installed that will collect contaminants 
and the homeowner’s association will restrict the use of pesticides and other 
contaminants.  The development is happening outside of the 300-ft. buffer and there will 
be no flowing water on the property.   

 Commissioner Cucco asked if there was any prohibition on type of work or use of the 
land outside the 300 ft. buffer.  Mr. Dunn stated that there is no prohibition on the use of 
the land. 

 Commissioner Verdibello asked if anyone at the MUA had received a notice about this 
development.  Mr. Dunn stated that the Commission may file an OPRA request to receive 
a copy of the notice that was sent out from the Planning Office in Parsippany.  Notice is 
only required to be sent to land owners within 200 ft. of the development. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that the Commission did not receive notice, but will look into 
how the Commission could receive notice of such future developments going forward.   

 Commissioner Verdibello stated that for the future, he would like to know what is going 
on and would like the Commission to be aware of projects like this.  He also stated that 
he has a problem with the solutions that are being put into place, stating that these are 
purely legal provisions and would like to know how they will be enforced. 

 Commissioner Verdibello suggested that monitoring wells be placed between the 
property’s edge and the reservoir to serve as an alarm to ensure contaminants are being 
addressed. 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that moving forward the Commission will look into 
submitting an OPRA request to the town of Parsippany in regards to notice recipients and 
who signed off upon receipt, and will follow up with the MUA as well. 
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OLD BUSINESS  
Earth Day  

 Secretary Lawrence stated that the City is not hosting their own Earth Day celebration in 
front of City Hall this year, however, the County is hosting its annual Earth Day event in 
Liberty State Park.  She suggested that the Commission host a table with the Innovation 
Team. 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that she has secured the water wheel from ANJEC for the 
Earth Day event table and she suggested that the table could also have post cards 
available so the public could write notes to their elected officials. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that the City is hosting a Big Clean-Up event on Sunday, April 
29th and that it may be a good opportunity for the Commission to distribute materials 
during that effort.  

 Secretary Lawrence stated that the Saint Peter’s sustainability event is still set to occur 
the week of Earth Day and that it will be centered towards their students.  Secretary 
Lawrence is set to meet with them next week so she will get back to the commissioners 
after the meeting with an update about whether or not it makes sense to participate. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated she would generate an email to circulate and discuss ideas. 
 
ANJEC Training 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that March 25th is the date of the ANJEC training that would 
be closest for the commissioners to attend.  It will be hosted in Cranford.   

 Commissioner Meggett and Secretary Lawrence will be attending. 
 
EC Action Plan 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that she had no particular updates in regards to the action 
plan.  

 Secretary Lawrence stated that the ANJEC grant is due next week, however, the grant 
does not focus on work the Commission has outlined to complete this year so it may be 
best to skip applying this year. The commissioners agreed. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that she distributed a list of Notices of Submissions for NJ 
DEP Permits and other environmental notices to the commissioners and this list will be 
updated and included with the minutes moving forward. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that site plans for remediation of property related to the 
Crescent Park development project near Liberty State Park were submitted to the 
Environmental Commission for review.  She stated that the contaminated property will be 
capped with concrete and that plans for the area include filling in portions of Mill Creek. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked if there were any issues with filling the creek in.  Secretary 
Lawrence stated that there are a number of related infrastructure plans for this area and 
she would like to have someone come in to discuss these plans with the Commission. 
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CLOSING REMARKS AND OTHER BUSINESS BY COMMISSIONERS 
 Commissioner Verdibello asked what the Commission’s next steps should be in regards 

to the Boonton development.   
 Mr. Thomas Gibbons, a commissioner on the MUA Board stated that he reached out to 

the MUA Director and Corporation Counsel about the Boonton development and he 
agrees with the Commission; there needs to be a coordinated effort on communications. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked if Mr. Gibbons has any suggestions on how the Commission 
could be more involved. 

 Mr. Gibbons stated that he likes the idea of placing monitoring wells at the Boonton 
development site and he thinks that the MUA could handle that as the cost would be 
minimal.  He stated that the MUA Board will be having a meeting tomorrow and he 
would bring this issue up. 

 Commissioner Lanez stated that he would be attending the MUA meeting tomorrow at 
4:30 pm located at 550 Route 440. 
 

GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 Debra Italiano asked what the Commission will be doing to follow-up on the Boonton 

Reservoir issue. 
 Greg Stafford suggested that there should be a conversation with the MUA and that the 

Commission should ask about soil erosion. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Environmental Commission meeting is scheduled for 18 April 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Caucus Room, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302.   



March 21, 2017, Environmental Commission Meeting 
 
 
Notice of Submissions for NJ DEP Permits and Certifications  

PROJECT  PERMIT/CERTIFICATON 
REQUESTED 

NOTIFICATION FROM  DATE 

327‐329 Newark Ave  Proposed establishment of 
Ground Water Classification 
Exception Area (CEA) and 
Well Restriction Area 

Brockerhoff Environmental 
Services LLC 

3/2/17 

Proposed multi‐family 
residential building, 2‐
16 Ash Street & 444‐
446 Whiton Street 

Treatment Works Approval  Dynamic Engineering 
Consultants, PC 

3/15/17 

Proposed restaurant, 
145 Newark Ave 

Treatment Works Approval  Dynamic Engineering 
Consultants, PC 

3/15/17 

 
 Site Plans 

PROJECT  PERMIT/CERTIFICATON 
REQUESTED 

NOTIFICATION FROM  DATE 

Crescent Park – Pre‐
Development 
Remediation 

Excess Alternative Fill 
approval 

Dresdner Robin  3/20/17 

 
*Copies of notices made to the Environmental Commission are available for review by the public for up to one year 
at the office of the Division of Planning, 30 Montgomery Street, Suite 1400, Jersey City, 07302. 
 



 

MEETING MINUTES 
Jersey City Environmental Commission 
City Hall – 280 Grove Street, Jersey City NJ 07302 

Alison Cucco, Acting Chair 

 

Meeting: Jersey City Environmental Commission Public Meeting  
  
Date / Location: 18 April 2017– 6:30 p.m. 

Council Chambers, 2nd Floor, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 
07302 

  
Attendees: Commissioners/City 

Representatives 
Public Participants 

  
Alison Cucco, Acting Chair 
Allison Solowsky 
Mario Verdibello 
Greg Lanez 
Lucas Netchert  
Takeya Meggett 
Michele Luebke 
Gabriel Ristorucci 
 
Kate Lawrence, Secretary 

Jeff Reaves, Dresdner Robin 
 
Doug Newman, Director of 
Environmental Sciences, Dresdner 
Robin 
 
Aleksandr Osenenko , Student from 
St. Peters 
 

  
Prepared By: Allison Solowsky, Katherine Lawrence 
  
Date Prepared: 8 May 2017 

 
ROLL CALL 
Eight of the eight active commissioners were present; four constitutes quorum. 
 
SUNSHINE ANNOUNCEMENT 
Secretary Lawrence confirmed the sunshine announcement went out Monday, April 17th.  
 
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES  
No other comments from commissioners. March minutes stand approved as corrected.  
 
VOTE TO ADOPT RESOLUTION OF SUPPORT FOR SUSTAINABLE OPEN 
SPACE, FARMLAND, HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND STEWARDSHIP 
FUNDING FOR NEW JERSEY and RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF CLEAN 
WATER SUPPLIES 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that the resolutions being presented were forwarded to 
her by the Highlands Coalition and they both originated by ANJEC.  The Highlands 
Coalition is requesting that we adopt the two resolutions.  
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 Commissioner Netchert made a motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of 
Sustainable Open Space, Farmland, Historic Preservation and Stewardship Funding 
for New Jersey. Commissioner Ristorucci seconded the motion. Eight commissioners 
voted for, zero voted against, zero abstained, the motion carried. 

 Commissioner Luebke made a motion to adopt the Resolution in Support of Clean 
Water Supplies. Commissioner Meggett seconded the motion. Eight commissioners 
voted for, zero voted against, zero abstained, the motion carried. 

 
SCHEDULED SPEAKERS: Jeff Reaves, Dresdner Robin 

 Mr. Jeff Reeves discussed the remediation plans for lots 79 and 80 along Mill Creek 
and Jersey Avenue.   

 There will be 2 phases to this project, the first of which begins this summer. Mr. 
Reeves was in attendance to discuss the first phase which consists of removing the 
contaminated soil, trucking it off site, and bringing in clean material. 

 Mr. Doug Newman, the Director of Environmental Sciences at Dresdner Robin, was 
also in attendance.  He stated that the soil will be replaced with clean material from 
180 Baldwin and it has been approved by the DEP.  The clean material will be 
mounded into two temporary piles.   

 The piles are a prelude to the future development of the site.  There has been no 
approval from DEP yet for phase 2. 

 Commissioner Luebke asked what the setback requirement is. Mr. Reeves stated that 
there is no requirement. 

 Secretary Lawrence asked where 180 Baldwin is and why is the material from that 
site being utilized. Mr. Reeves stated there was a factory on the site of 180 Baldwin 
that was removed and the owner hired a remediation company to recycle the 
material.  He stated that the material is well graded and can be reused. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked if water will flow through the site from the creek and if 
flooding will occur. Mr. Reeves stated that subsequent phases of the plan call for 
filling in and leveling Mill Creek and then building a park on top of the site as well 
as a horseshoe-shaped road. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked what the mounded soil will be used for. Mr. Reeves 
stated that it will be used for future development. 

 Secretary Lawrence asked if a survey was conducted on the site. Mr. Reeves stated 
that other areas are being investigated and lots 79 and 80 are the ones currently ready 
to be remediated. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked if Mr. Reeves could confirm that much of this area is 
wetlands. Mr. Reeves said yes, Mill Creek and small sections around Mill Creek are 
wetlands. He stated that the wetlands will be impacted in the future and may be 
remediated. 

 Secretary Lawrence asked what will be done with the contaminated soil that is being 
removed. Mr. Newman stated that it will be loaded and brought to a permanent 
facility. He stated that the contaminated soil will not be treated.   

 Secretary Lawrence asked if Mr. Reeves could discuss the future plan for the site. 
Mr. Reeves stated that they will be working with the MUA and the City to extend 
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sewerage out to Jersey Avenue.  They will be making a holding tank under the park 
to hold 5 million gallons of storm water (these are tentative plans). Mr. Reeves stated 
that the water will be intercepted and treated. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked if the anticipated building will be part of the combined 
sewer system. Mr. Reeves stated that no, it will not be. 

 Commissioner Cucco asked if Mr. Reeves can keep the Commission informed of 
upcoming public meetings. Mr. Reeves said he would be sure to keep Secretary 
Lawrence informed. 

 
OLD BUSINESS  
 
Earth Day  

 Commissioner Cucco stated that the Commission will have a table next to the Innovation 
Team at Liberty State Park from 11am to 4pm for the Hudson County Earth Day 
celebration.  She stated that the ANJEC Water Wheel will be the main focus of the table; 
she will be picking it up and bringing it to the park 

 Secretary Lawrence suggested that it may be a good idea to have handouts and suggested 
bringing copies of the Shade Tree Report. 

 Commissioner Luebke suggested that there could be sign-up sheets where the public can 
write down what they are most interested in. 

 Commissioner Meggett stated that she will bring sign-up sheets from Debra Italiano and 
Sustainable JC. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that she will send out a flyer to the commissioners for the 
movie night and discussion panel that will be taking place at St. Peter’s on Wednesday 
April 19th at 6pm. 
 

Waters Edge Development 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that she and Commissioner Verdibello sent a letter that was 
well received and the Commission should expect a response from the Director of the 
MUA in early May. 

 Commissioner Cucco stated that she asked for any permits and any notifications in the 
OPRA request that was submitted to Parsippany and she is waiting for a response. 
 

EC Action Plan 

 Commissioner Meggett stated that she is meeting with Debra Italiano to discuss an 
educational plan in regards to a citizen science program. 

 Commissioner Luebke stated that she is getting resources together from Baykeeper and 
ANJEC in regards to putting together a plastic bag ordinance.  She stated that the only 
standing ordinances are in Long Island. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that there was a group that previously reached out to the 
Commission in regards to a reusable bag campaign; this may be a good resource for the 
plastic bag ordinance. 
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CLOSING REMARKS AND OTHER BUSINESS BY COMMISSIONERS 
 Commissioner Ristorucci stated that he wanted to remind everyone that the Big Jersey 

City Clean-Up is Saturday, April 29th.  
 Commissioner Luebke stated that the Climate March in New York City is on Saturday 

April 29th as well. 
 Commissioner Cucco stated that on Monday April 24th is the Rebuild by Design Public 

Meeting from 5pm to 8pm. 
 
GENERAL PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 Aleksandr Osenenko, a student from St. Peters asked a question in regards to chromium 
in Jersey City and contamination of our water system. 

 Secretary Lawrence stated that Jersey City does not utilize the groundwater; the water is 
piped in from the Highlands/ Boonton Reservoir. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
 
NEXT MEETING 
The next Environmental Commission meeting is scheduled for 9 May 2017 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Council Caucus Room, City Hall, 280 Grove Street, Jersey City, NJ 07302.   



Notices to Environmental Commission as of April 18, 2017 
 

 
 

DATE  PROJECT  NOTIFICATION FROM  NOTIFICATION 
TYPE 

PERMIT/CERTIFICATON 
REQUESTED 

PERMITTING/ 
CERTIFYING BODY 

3/8/17  Hudson County Chromate Sites 091, 
092, 093, 094, and 183 

Amec Foster Wheeler 
Environment & 
Infrastructure, Inc. 

Reports for 
your 
information 

None. Remedial Investigation 
Reports/Remedial Action Work 
Plans 

N/A 

3/21/17  Filling in of Long Slip Canal; extension of 
JCMUA CSO outfall to HBLR Bridge; 
construction of 2‐track bridge over 
Marin Blvd; and new platforms, tracks, 
station, and crew quarters. 

NJ DEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation 

Notice of 
Issuance of 
Permits 

Waterfront Devel. Upland 
Individual and IP In‐Water 
Individual permits, Water 
Quality Certificate 

NJDEP, Div. of Land Use 
Regulation 

3/22/17  J. Pyskaty Disposal, Inc., Castle Road, 
Secaucus, NJ 

DEP, Div. of Solid & 
Hazardous Waste 

Notification & 
request for 
comments 

Permit renewal of Solid Waste 
Transfer Station/Material 
Recovery Facility  

NJDEP, Div. of Solid & 
Hazardous Waste 

3/30/17  10‐story hotel with 212 guest rooms 
and 6,500 sf of ground‐floor retail 
space ‐ 159 Morgan Street 

Dresdner Robin  Notice of 
Submission 

Flood Hazard Area 
Verification and Individual 
Permit with a Hardship 
Exception 

NJ DEP, Div. of Land 
Use Regulation 

 
3/10/17  The Rise Mixed use Development ‐ 711 

Montgomery Street 
Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

Notice of 
Certification 

Certifications of Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plans 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

3/13/17  Shree Bhuvneshwari Realty Newark Ave 
Demolition ‐ 703‐707 Newark Ave 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

Notice of 
Certification 

Certifications of Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plans 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

3/15/17  Duncan Avenue Reconstruction Project 
‐ Duncan Ave (Hackensack River to 
Stockton Ave) 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

Notice of 
Certification 

Certifications of Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plans 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

3/13/17  Shree Bhuvneshwari Realty Newark Ave 
Demolition ‐ 703‐707 Newark Ave 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

Notice of 
Certification 

Certifications of Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plans 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

3/20/17  NJTA Bridge Deck Rehab T100.321 ‐ NJ 
Turnpike MP N5.80 to N8.20 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

Notice of 
Certification 

Certifications of Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plans 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

3/31/17  Monitor Mixed Use ‐ 100 Monitor St.  Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

Notice of 
Certification 

Certifications of Soil Erosion 
and Sediment Control Plans 

Hudson‐Essex‐Passaic 
Soil Conservation District  

 
*Copies of notices made to the Environmental Commission are available for review by the public for up to one year at the office of the Division of Planning, 30 Montgomery 
Street, Suite 1400, Jersey City, 07302. 
 


