[bookmark: _GoBack]On April 19, 2017 Jersey City launched an initiative titled “Year of Water for Jersey City“, which used the FEMA flood zone maps to determine that 40 percent of Jersey City is within a FEMA flood zone (Year of Water press Release, 2017).
Additionally, see the maps below that we used to form discussion around the idea of storm water management and resiliency:
2050 SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS: 
[image: ]
This map helped our team because we were able to discuss how sea level rise would influence different parts of the city under four levels of sea level rise projections. We noticed that the majority of the downtown area will be submerged and a large concern to the team was the submergence of the Holland Tunnel and I-78. 



SLOSH Category 4
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Jersey City is significantly impacted under SLOSH categories 1, 2, 3, & 4.  The implications of these maps are that Jersey City must make sustainable initiatives related to storm water management and flood resiliency a priority.  In any of the four scenarios, Jersey City suffers a loss of major transportation facilities and the loss of law enforcement facilities, fire stations, and hospitals.

SEA LEVEL RISE @ 1 FOOT:
[image: ]
The team analyzed the location of key facilities and their susceptibility to damage under a 1-foot sea level rise. The team noticed that access to parks, industrial facilities in the south, and NJ Transit facilities will incur inundation.


SEA LEVEL RISE @ 2 FEET: 
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Under the two-foot sea level rise scenario we noticed a concerning rise in water around the Jersey City Medical Center located at the corner of Grand Street and Jersey Ave. This facility is important for its Urgent Care operation. Additionally, we noticed that Light Rail facilities in the South and NJ transit facilities in the North would suffer flood damage.




SEA LEVEL RISE @ 3 FEET:
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In the 3-foot sea level rise scenario, our team saw that the Jersey City Medical center and the NJ Transit Rail facilities would likely suffer heavy damage.  The Medical Center and Rail Station are of particular concern because in a natural disaster scenario there needs to be public transit that can take people to safe places and there needs to be medical facilities that treat people with injuries. These areas are being addressed by the City for flood mitigation.




MARSH MIGRATION MAP @ 3 FEET SEA LEVEL RISE:
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We noticed that Jersey City’s Marsh habitats are concentrated in Liberty State Park and in Lincoln Park. Jersey City prides itself in prioritizing open space and we wish to further preserve our marsh habitats. We were relieved to see that the marsh habitat in Lincoln Park and Liberty Park is not significantly impaired by a 3-foot sea level rise.

The following Maps were made using the GTR Tool Map Maker:
[image: ]
This Map shows the “Sandy Surge” and an outline around Jersey City.  The team recalled how devastating Hurricane Sandy was and this map solidified the urgency for climate action. Specifically, the flooded areas engulfed major transportation nodes (i.e. I-78, HBLR, Exchange Place, the Hoboken Terminal, Grove Street Path, Newport Path, and Portions of 1 & 9) and key facilities (i.e. Hospitals, Police Departments, Fire Stations, senior homes, etc.). 
[image: ]
This map shows evacuation routes highlighted in yellow. The identified the Palisades ridge, which e=serves as a natural barrier to floods.  The arterial road that passes through Bayonne into Staten Island was identified as a good evacuation route.

[image: ]
This map shows the concentration of Businesses by census tracts.  The darker the red the higher the concentration. The team was concerned to see that when sea levels rose above 6ft Jersey City’s highest concentration of businesses in the Downtown district are adversely affected.  The economic implications of a flood that damages business would be detrimental to the city.  



3. Completing the on-line Getting to Resilience: Community Planning Evaluation Tool (hereafter referred to as the GTR Tool).

See Attachment





Step 3: Armed with the knowledge gained from the NJ Flood Mapper Tool, use the Getting To Resilience (GTR) Tool to determine your community’s resiliency to flooding concerns.

Our team determined that we need to do much more to protect our waterfront.  The highest concentration of Jersey City residents is in the Downtown area, and this is also the most adversely influenced area by any flooding events.  Jersey City needs to incorporate the deficiencies it has in policies that were identified by the GTR Tool:
High Water Mark Signs, Annual Outreach to Flood Plain Residents, Communicate with Property Owners to inform them of what they need to prepare for a flood disaster, Conduct Outreach with Jersey’s special Needs registry, inform property owners of FEMA suggested means to protect their homes, etc. (See the attachment for the remaining suggestions)


Step 4: Submit the results of the Flood Mapper exercise and Getting to Resilience to the municipal Planning Board and Environmental Commission, if one exists.
These products must be provided to all members of the Planning Board and the Environmental Commission (if one exists).
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Jersey City Launches Year of Water to Expand Green Infrastructure
and Support Water Stewardship throughout 2017

Initiative will further promote the education of sustainability and clean water throughout the city

JERSEY CITY —Mayor Steven M. Fulop is announcing 2017 as a ‘Year of Water for Jersey City,” which
will include a variety of initiatives, events, and programming designed to raise awareness around water
infrastructure and conservation within the Jersey City community. The Fulop administration is also taking
steps to ensure the city’s water infrastructure is prepared to meet residents’ needs for decades to come.

Year of Water initiatives will support the entire Jersey City community in understanding how the city’s
stormwater system operates, what green infrastructure is, and what individuals can do to help improve
stormwater management throughout the city. Through the Year of Water, the City will engage city
departments, community organizations, and residents in committing to the cause. In light of the federal
government’s retreat from climate change and sustainability issues, it is more vital than ever for cities to take
sustainability action at the local level.

“With climate change posing a serious threat to our planet, we are facing a crossroads on how to properly
address this issue” said Mayor Fulop. “Throughout our administration, we have focused on green initiatives
such as taking steps to reduce our carbon footprint or instituting a citywide cleanup. This education process is
the latest step to encourage our residents to be proactive in ensuring a cleaner and more sustainable
community for decades to come.”

Today, 40 percent of Jersey City is within a FEMA flood zone and 62 percent of the area in the city is covered
by impermeable surfaces such as buildings, concrete and asphalt, which block water from entering the ground.
Jersey City’s sewer system is primarily combined, which means that water from storm drains in the streets
joins with wastewater from buildings in the same sewer pipes. When these sewer pipes are filled beyond
regular treatment capacity, the excess water, mixed with partially treated sewage, overflows through one of the
21 combined sewer outfalls into the Hudson River and the Hackensack River.

Throughout the year, the City will install green infrastructure such as rain gardens, bioswales, and porous
pavement, using City Hall as a demonstration site. Green infrastructure creates permeable surfaces, allowing
stormwater to be naturally absorbed where it falls instead of flowing into City sewers. Reducing the amount of
stormwater that drains into the City’s combined sewer system is a cost-effective way to control localized
flooding and reduce pollution in local waterways like the Hudson and Hackensack Rivers. Green infrastructure
can also help to beautify neighborhoods, improve air quality, and reduce the City’s carbon footprint.

(more)
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Jersey City is also currently developing a citywide resiliency plan to provide strategies and frameworks for
improving the City’s ability to withstand and recover from the effects of storm surges and rising sea levels.

“We are looking forward to partnering with the Office of Innovation, Rutgers University, and several non-
profit groups such as Sustainable JC, to install and promote green Infrastructure projects,” said Thomas
Gibbons, Jersey City Municipal Utilities Authority board member. “These projects are an important
component of our long-term stormwater management plan and will help us ensure a more sustainable future
for Jersey City.”

Jersey City is currently a member of Jersey Water Works, which is a collaborative effort to solve complex
problems regarding water infrastructure throughout New Jersey.

Throughout the year, the City will roll out various water stewardship initiatives as part of the Year of Water. If
you would like to get involved, please visit http://water.innovatejerseycity.org

Year of Water is part of a multi-year strategic sustainability effort and is a collaboration with the Office of
Innovation, to be followed by 2018: Year of Energy and 2019: Year of Sustainable Neighborhoods.

All media inquiries should be directed to Jennifer Morrill, Press Secretary to Mayor Steven M.
Fulop at jenniferm@jcnj.org or 201-376-0699. ////
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