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Department of Housing, Economic Development & Commerce 

Division of City Planning  
 
 
 Memorandum 
 
 
DATE:  September 7, 2017 
 
TO:  Planning Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment, Redevelopment Agency Board, and 

Environmental Commission 
 
FROM: Division of City Planning 
 
SUBJECT: Distribution of Resolutions in Support of Sustainable Jersey Certification 
   
For your reference, enclosed are resolutions passed by the City Council: 
  

1. RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY 
PLEDGING SUPPORT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF SUSTAINABLE LAND USE 
PRACTICES (2011) 

 
2. RESOLUTION OF THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JERSEY CITY 

REAFFIRMING JERSEY CITY’S COMMITMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE (2017) 

 
As you may know, Jersey City has many projects and programs in place that follow the 
guidelines of the Sustainable Jersey Initiative. One of these was the adoption of Sustainable 
Land Use Pledge in 2011. The City’s application for 2017 recertification requires that this pledge 
be redistributed to the appropriate boards that govern, manage, and influence land use in the City 
of Jersey City. Additionally you are receiving a recently passed resolution of the Municipal 
Council reaffirming the City’s commitment to environmental sustainability and combating 
climate change. 
 
The Sustainable Land Use Practices Resolution is a pledge to promote the principles of smart 
growth, implement green building design, require the construction of a wide range of housing 
choices and densities, implement the creation of walkable neighborhoods, encourage the 
expansion and use of mass transit and sustainable transportation choices, and seek the 
preservation and protection of open space that can be used for ecological, recreational and 
agricultural purposes.  Examples of how the City is fulfilling these desirable goals was provided 
in the resolution. Please note the following updates on some of the initiatives outlined in the 
2011 resolution: 
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Regional Cooperation 
 The Jersey City/Hoboken Connectivity Study was completed in 2011. 
 The City is currently working closely with the Cities of Hoboken and Weehawken on the 

Rebuild by Design Hudson River project, which will protect Hoboken and parts of Jersey 
City and Weehawken from flooding. 

 
Transportation Choices 

 A downtown block stretch of Newark Avenue that previously had two-way traffic was 
replaced in 2015 with a permanent pedestrian-friendly public gathering space. 

 The City is currently working on a Pedestrian Enhancement plan, which includes 
undergoing a series of walkability audits in different neighborhoods throughout the study. 

 A study of Grand Street is underway that looks at ways to improve pedestrian safety, 
traffic flow, and bike lane connections along the corridor. 

 The City is in the final stages of redesigning a portion of Montgomery Street from Grove 
Street to Baldwin in order to more safely and efficiently accommodate all road users. 

 
Natural Resource Protection 

 In 2011 the Municipal Council approved zoning regulations for the facilitation of Urban 
Agriculture throughout the City 

 A Natural Resources Inventory was completed in the spring of 2017. It was conducted by 
Rutgers Center for urban Environmental Sustainability in partnership with the Jersey City 
Environmental Commission. It is available online on the City’s Data Portal. 

 The City did not receive funding for the hydroponic greenhouses mentioned in the 
resolution.  

 This year the City of Jersey City, through its Office of Innovation, launched the Year of 
Water campaign, which is a multifaceted effort to expand awareness of the City’s 
stormwater system, improve the City’s resilience during routine and severe storm events, 
and increase the number and capacity of the City’s “green infrastructure” systems. Find 
out more at www.water.innovatejerseycity.org.  

 The City recently completed and adopted a Resilience Master Plan, Adaptation Master 
Plan, and Urban Environmental Green Infrastructure Design Plan. These plans are 
available online on the City’s Data Portal. 

 
Mix of Land Uses 

 Although Jersey City did not ultimately end up implementing a Transfer of Development 
Right Ordinance, the City is considering working with the Highlands Council on a 
Highlands Transfer Development Rights Program that would transfer development 
credits from the environmentally valuable Highlands region to Jersey City. The City 
received a grant from the Highlands Council to further study the issue. 

 
Sustainable Jersey Certification shows a commitment to promote policies that embody a more 
sustainable approach; of healthy lifestyles, reduced consumption, environmental stewardship, 
and education.  Through various initiatives and programs the City of Jersey City demonstrates 
this commitment and seeks to empower residents to do the same. We hope to recertify at the 
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Silver level and remain a leader in sustainable practices for all urban centers of the State of New 
Jersey. 
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A RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING JERSEY CITY'S COMMITMENT "^^o^€^
TO ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND COMBATING CLIMATr
CHANGE

COUNCIL Offered and moved for adoption of the following resolution;

WHEREAS, there is scientific consensus regarding the reality of climate change and the

recognition that human activity, especially the combustion of fossil fuels that create greenhouse
gases, is an important driver of climate change; and

WHEREAS, climate change has been widely recognized by government, business and academic

leaders as a worldwide threat with the potential to harm our economy, safety, public health, and

quality of life; and

WHEREAS, in December 2015, 195 countries, including the United States, met in Paris to

develop and commit to a comprehensive strategy to address climate change (the "Paris

Agreement ); and

WHEREAS, strategies meant to reduce environmental pollution also have potential to improve

air quality, public health, energy security, social equity, our local natural environment, and quality

of life for our residents; and

WHEREAS, taking steps to increase energy efficiency and resilience can attract jobs and

economic development opportunities to our community and increase our long-term economic
competitiveness and wealth; and

WHEREAS, tbe City of Jersey City has already taken a variety of actions to reduce greenhouse

gas emissions and enhance quality of life m. our community, including, but not limited to,

maintaining certification as a Sustainable Jersey Community, establishing the Year of Water
initiative in. order to educate and empower residents about water-related environmental issues
within the City, developing bicycle inii-astructuie, enhancing the pedestrian environment,

supporting dense transit-oriented development, comnaittmg to planting 5,000 trees over the next

five years, and adopting green building standards for municipal projects; and

WHEREAS, tlie City of Jersey City is in. the process of adding a Resiliency Element, Adaptation
Element, and Green Infrastructure Element to the City's Master Plan, and adopting changes to the

City Code to make the City more resilient to future storm events and sea level rise; and
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WHEREAS, President Donald Trump's recent announcement that the United States of America

will withdraw from the Paris Agreement undennines tins critical global effort to confront one of

the greatest challenges facing our world; and

WHEREAS, more than 200 mayors representing more than 40 million Americans have recently
re-affirmed their cities' con-imitments to climate action; and

WHEREAS, the absence of federal leadership increases the importance of local leadership in
avoiding the most dangerous and costly effects of climate change, especially in coastal cities like

Jersey City;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Jersey City commits to taking action
to reduce envu-omnental pollution byjoiniag the Compact of Mayors and completing, within three

years, an mventory of the City' s climate emissions, establishing aggressive municipal and citywide

GHG-emissions reduction goals and creating ail action plan for implementation.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of Jersey City continues to support the principles
of the Paris Agreement, and will continue to stand with cities and other public and private sector

partners throughout the world to work towards the goals outlined in the Paris Agreement.
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Adopted at a m§,etipg of the Municipal Council of the City of Jersey City N.J.
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Rblandfi R. Lavarro, Jr., President of Council
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Robert 6yme, City CJ^k



RESOLUTION FACT SHEET ~ NON-CONTRACTUAL
This summary sheet is to be attached to the front of any resolution that is submitted for Council consideration.
Incomplete or vague fact sheets wiU be returned with the resolution.

Full Title of Ordinance/Resolution

A RESOLUTION REAFFIRMING JERSEY CITY'S COMMITMENT TO ENVIRONMENTAL
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMBATING CLIMATE CHANGE

Initiator
Department/Di vision
Name/Title
Phone/email

Council Office

Rolando Lavarro

(201)5475268
Council President

RLavarro@jcnj.org

Note; Initiator must be available by phone during agenda meeting (Wednesday prior to council meeting @ 4:00 p.m.)

Resolution Purpose

This resolution, reaffirms Jersey City's commitment to environmenfal sustamability, citing specific exaniples

of programs already in place, and committing to continue to adhere, to the extent possible, to the principles of

the Paris Climate Accord of 2015.

I certify that all the facts presented herein are accurate.

June 7, 20_17

;§i^ature of Department Director Date


