
Due to the large number of trees lost to Hurricane Sandy the Township implemented a Tree Safety 

Pruning Program on all Township owned properties.  Absolute Arbor was hired to walk the property 

lines of approximately two thousand acres and drop/prune any hazardous trees along the property lines 

that were deemed a safety concern.  Absolute arbor was paid approximately $66,000.00 and removed 

approximately two hundred trees.  Details can be found in the supplied data base. 

The Department of Public Works Staff also pruned and removed hazardous trees during the year, as 

needed.  The attached DPW cost calculations includes all tree related tasks; removals, plantings, stump 

grinding, R.O.W. trimming along streets and sidewalks.   Also included are traffic control man hours to 

perform the work. 

 In addition to in house efforts we employ High Tech Tree Service for an additional $80,000.00 per year 

to prune and remove hazardous trees.  To date we have spent a little over $48,000.00 with High Tech for 

safety pruning along with the remove of trees at over 36 separate locations. The extent of work at each 

location varies from removal of one Hazardous tree to the removal of several trees along with safety 

pruning.  The attached invoices outline the work done at each location. 

 



                                       DPW Annual Expenditures for Shade Tree Maintenance 

Compiled for 2013 

3,357 man hours at an average cost of $40.00/hr. = $134,280. 

We do not keep a tree by tree count so I used the following formula to estimate the number of trees 

trimmed along township streets. 

Total length of township roads.          111.5 miles 

Multiplied by 2 (each road has 2 sides    223 miles 

Our goal is to prune 25% of roads each year. 55.75 miles 

Conservative estimate of 1 tree every 100 feet = approximately 53 trees per mile. 

53(trees/mile) X 55.75 (25% goal of total road mileage) = 2,955 Trees. 

Dividing our estimated goal gives us an expenditure of approximately $45.00/tree. 

We spent more time this year on tree related work than in some past years.  

 

The man hours above include all tree related tasks; removals, plantings, stump grinding, R.O.W. 

trimming along streets and sidewalks. Also included are traffic control man hours to perform the work. 
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