ommunity Wildfire Prote

SUmmary

added to or dropped depending on cu#ent needs.
The municipality is committed to implementing the listed priority projects within the review
period of this plan, and will reassess and renew this process to continue to reduce the severi-
ty and threat from wildfires.

The State Hazard Mitigation Plan, required by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
under the Stafford Act, directs that a CWPP will be developed for all Municipalities within the
wildland/urban interface within NJ. The Stafford Act requires states to provide all-hazard miti-
gation planning, including wildfires, with the State of NJ focusing these all-hazard plans at the
county level. From single homeowners or neighborhood support of Firewise concepts, munici-
pal CWPP infrastructure planning, property maintenance codes, and other efforts, to all-risk
hazard planning at the county and state levels, a continuum of methods to protect the citizens
of NJ will be developed that can re-
gluce the damage and risk of
ildland fires.

his Community Wildfire
rotection Plan was adopted

)y Howell Township on ( 12//2016 ),
nd will be review and updated as
eeded or every 5 years.

Prescribed burning in Monmouth
Battlefield State Park



Stakeholders

The following plan is a collaborative effort between various entities. The representatives listed below comprise the core
decision-making team responsible for this report and mutually agree on the plan’s contents.

Community Representatives Name

Address

Phone Number

Fire Departments Name

Address

Phone Number

Name

Address

Phone Number

Name

Address

Phone Number

Name
Address

Phone Number

Mayor
William Gotto

Township Manager
Jeff Mayfield

OEM Coordinator Cell: 732-567-4301
Jeffrey Morrell

Chief Howell Fire Bureau
Robert H. Lewis

4567 Route 9 North
PO Box 580
Howell, NJ 07731

732.938.4500

Squankum Fire Department, Station 19-1, District 1
Chief Mike Silvani

271 Squankum Rd
Farmingdale, NJ 07727

(P) 732-496-2794

Adelphia Fire Department, Station 19-2, District 2
Chief: Mike Banasz

Location Station 1: Location Station 2:
925 Adelphia Road 993 Highway 33
Mailing Address:

PO Box 125 Station 19-2 District 2

Adelphia, NJ 07710-0125
(P) 732-904-2470

Southard Fire Department #1, Station 19-3, District 3
Chief: Dan Ryan

4611 Route 9 North
PO Box 2
Howell, NJ 07731

(P) 732-688-1105

Ramtown Fire Company , Station 19-4, District 4
Chief: Jim Eadicicco

88 Ramtown-Greenville Road
Howell, NJ 07731

(P) 732-489-0281




Stakeholders

The following plan is a collaborative effort between various entities. The representatives listed below comprise the core
decision-making team responsible for this report and mutually agree on the plan’s contents.

Fire Department: Name

Address

Phone Number

Name

Address

Phone Number

Police Department: Name

Address

Phone Number

NJ Forest Fire Service :
Name

Address

Phone Number

Other Contact Information
Name

Address

Phone Number

Other Contact Information

Freewood Acres
Chief: William Donahue

Station 19-5 District 5

10 Bass Place
Howell, NJ 07731

(P) 732-496-9899

Farmingdale ( mutual aid company )
Chief: Mike Heaton

P.O. Box 132
Farmingdale NJ 07727

732-615-7880

Police Department
Chief: Andrew Kudrick

300 OIld Tavern Rd
Howell, NJ 07731

731-938-4575 xt 2870

Eugene White, Section Forest Firewarden B-8,
Cell: 609.209.2729

PO Box 239, New Lisbon, NJ 08064

609.726.9010

Fax: 609.726.1624,

Greg McLaughlin, Assistant State Forest Firewarden

PO Box 404 501 East State Street, Trenton NJ, 08625-0404
732.833.4847

Cell: 609.649.3611




TABLE of CONTENTS

Content Page
EXECULIVE SUMMANY ......ooviiiiiiiiiiisi e 2
Stakeholders, (names, addresses, contact information) ...........cocoeeeee 3-4
oo e T L ———————— 5
FIEE NSO . cnamsssinas st b K i a smeremams s it 3 e A S 6
INT@IEAD MBS ciciiasiinssiis tainmmnmnn rmmemam s s s s smsim s S s s s i ekt b 7
Goals and OBJECHVES ............cccuueeeiiriiii e 8
Municipal Hazard and Risk ASS@SSMENt ................oooemmmiiiii 9
Fuel Hazard Mitigation Options ..................coooveaiemooe 10
Recommendations to Reduce Structure Ignitability ...................c...cooo 11-12
Outreach Recommendations .................c..ooooooemimieiieeoo 13
Implementation Strategy and Action Plan .................cccvoeveee 14
Community Wildfire Protection Plan Certification and Agreement .................... 15
Project Completion Checklist ..................cccovivevieeeeeee 16
NJ Forest Fire Service Definitions (2007) .............oeeeeee oo 17
Preparedness program OVEIVIEW .....................oivvneoeee e 18-25
Maps Figure Page
Fuel Hazard 1 26
Wildfire Occurrence ( >100 acres ) 2 27
Road Infrastructure 3 28
Property Ownership 4 29
Water Infrastructure and Sources 5 30
Wildfire Origins 6 31
Emergency Services Locations 7 32
Tables Content Page
1 Municipal Hazard and Risk Assessment 9
2 Fuel Hazard Mitigation Options 10
3 Options to Reduce Structure Ignitability 11-12
4 Implementation Strategy and Action Plan 14




The following federal, state and other interested parties were consulted and involved in the preparation of this
report.

Name Organization

Maureen Brooks USDA-FS, Community Fire Planner

Tom Fobes Superintendent, Monmouth County Parks Commission, Manasquan Reservoir
Inga Gabliks Superintendent, Allaire State Park

Background: Howell is a township in Monmouth County, New Jersey comprising 61.2 square miles. As of the 2010
United States Census, the township's population was 51,075, reflecting an increase of 2,172 (+4.4%) from the 2000
Census. Howell Township was incorporated as a township by an Act of the New Jersey Legislature on February 23,
1801, from portions of Shrewsbury Township.

Howell Township operates within the Faulkner Act form of municipal government under Council-Manager. The township
is governed by a mayor and a four-member Township Council who are elected in partisan elections to four-year terms of
office on a staggered basis, with either three council seats or one council seat and the mayoral seat up for election in
even years. At an annual reorganization meeting held after each election, the council selects a deputy mayor from
among its members.

The Howell Township Public Schools serve students in kindergarten through eighth grade. Schools in the district are
nine K-5 (or PreK-5, as noted) elementary schools: Adelphia School (393 students), Aldrich School (577), Ardena
School (444), Greenville School (PreK-5; 500), Griebling School (516), Land O' Pines School (484), Newbury
School (415), Ramtown School (466) and Taunton School (485); and three intermediate schools serving grades 6-8:
Memorial Middle School (420) Middle School North (595) and Middle School South (633). Depending on their home ad-
dress, students in public school for grades 9-12 attend either Howell High School, Freehold Township High
School or Colts Neck High School, as part of the Freehold Regional High School District.

{ildfire History: Howell Township has an extensive wildfire history and the NJ Forest Fire Service has records dating
back to 1926. Since 1926 Howell has experienced 30 wildfires each a minimum of 100acres in size.
1. The 1920’s saw 4 major fires that burned more than 7335 acres.
2. The 1940’s had 5 fires that burned more than 2851 acres.
3. The 1960’s saw 6 major fires that burned more than 1660 acres

Ignition Frequency: The number of forest fires in Howell of all sizes over the past 48 years has been steadily declining
with no recorded “large fires” since 1977 when 169 acres burned.. This trend can generally be attributed to increased
efforts to raise fire safety awareness. However, it should also be pointed out that almost all wildfires (estimates are as
high as 99%) that occur within the project area, and elsewhere, are ignited as a result of human activity, underscoring
the need for sustained education efforts.

The NJ Forest Fire Service is committed to gssisting as many towns

as possible with completing 3 Community Wildfire Prevention Plan
and providing seed ’rlmdfryg to begin to implement the priorities
expressed in those plans.

Greq Mclaughlin - Division Forest Fire warden
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Community Base Maps

Included in the Community Wildfire Protection Plan is a series of maps highlighting specific data
collected and analyzed by the NJ Forest Fire Service as well as maps depicting infrastructure and
ongoing and planned future mitigation efforts.

Figure Map Notes
1 Fuel Hazard This figure depicts forest fuel ratings that determine the
ease of ignition and resistance to control efforts.
2 Wildfire Occurrence (>100 This figure depicts the locations of known fires boundries
acres ) >100 acres within Howell Township from 1926— 2010
2 Road Infrastructure 600/500 This figure depicts major roadways
Series County Roads and larg-
er
4 Property Ownership This figure shoes the different types and extent of prop-
erty
ownership
5 Water Infrastructure and This figure depicts the extent of water purveyors and the
Sources location of water sources.
6 History of Wildfire origins This figure depicts wildfire starts within Howell Township
7 Emergency Services Locations This figure depicts the locations of Fire, Police and Medi-

cal Emergency services
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Goals and Objectives of the Community Wildfire Protection Plan:

Collaborate in the development of the plan with applicable local, county and state agencies.
e Open community debate regarding wildfire threats and mitigation options
* Integrate wildfire protection into other federal, state, county and local planning initiatives
Assess the Wildfire Hazards and Risks within the forested and wild-land urban interface areas of the community.
 Estimate the likelihood and severity of a wildfire, and the impact to neighborhoods, structures or areas of
concern.

e Perform a comprehensive assessment of municipal infrastructure to ensure it is geared to support wildfire

defense including:;
¢ Roadway heights and widths
Bridge weight limits
Street identification signing
Hydrants or other water sources
Interoperable emergency communication networks
0  Fire-wise parks and open space
Identify areas requiring hazardous fuels reduction and recommend types and methods of treatments that will
protect one or more communities at risk and essential infrastructure.

* Coordinate with fuel reduction initiatives sponsored by State, State Authorities or other local governments

* Merge the goals and objectives of the landowners (public and private) with the needs and expectations of
the community regarding reduction of wildfire hazards and risks

Identify and recommend measures that homeowners and communities can take to reduce the ignitability of
homes and structures throughout the community.

e Coordinate fire protection strategies across property/municipal boundaries and with NJ Forest Service
Officials and NJ Division of Fish and Wildlife.

e Turkey Swamp WMA - Pete Winkler
e Colliers Mills WMA - Pete Winkler
e Forest Resource Education Center - John Burkle
¢ Foster the recognition by homeowners of their responsibility to protect their homes from wildfire
e Address the issue of builders/developers responsibility regarding fuel-break installation.
¢ Timing for completing work
0 Attaching fuel-break work to bonding of infrastructure
¢ Determine municipal department/positions responsible for im plementing

* Address the conservation easement/fuel-break conflict. Can a fuel-break be installed within a conserva-
tion easement?

Increase individual and community awareness of wildfire hazards, risks and related issues as well as promote
wildfire mitigation and community protection initiatives.

e  Provide for an educational component to
remind residents of their responsibility to
adopt concepts such as defensible space

e Integrate and support neighborhood Fire-
wise Communities goals

Prioritize hazardous fuel reduction, structural
ignitability reduction, and community awareness
projects within the community and assist in their
implementation.

e Coordinate grant funding with local, county
and state government program budgets to
achieve the most effective results with
available funding

e Use as a mechanism for the municipality
to focus land use, development, building
codes and property maintenance ordi-
nances to enhance opportunities for exist-
ing homes and safer future development.

fe e lie I el

WILDFIRE OCCURANCES OVER 100 ACRES
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Howell Township: Fuel Hazard




Municipal Hazard & Risk Assessment

A thorough assessment of historic wildfire occurrence, fire suppression capabilities and ranking of the survivabil-
ity of a community, structure or area at risk of a wildfire was undertaken for the municipality. The following sum-

mary table identifies the associated wildfire hazards and risk as viewed by this municipality for the communities,

structures or areas listed.

Table 1:
Community,
Fire District Fuel Risk of Wildfire Structural Firefighting Overall
SthCtU'; 0; Areaat | Hazard Occurrence Ignitability Limitations Threat
S
Fire District 1 4 3 3 3 13
Squankum Fire Co.
Fire District 2 3 3 3 3 12
Adelphia Fire Co
Fire District 3 5 4 4 4 17
Southard Fire Co.
Fire District 4 4 4 3 3 14
Ramtown Fire Co.
Fire District 5 4 4 3 3 14
Freewood Acres
Fire Co.

' Fuel Hazard — The rank of the wild-land fuels that burn in and around the community, structure, or area.

% Risk — The measure of what causes a wildfire and the impact that it has.

* Structure Ignitability — The rank of a structure’s ability to resist the threat from a wildfire as determined
by an assessment that meets or exceeds NFPA .

* Firefighting Limitations — An assessment of the equipment, organization, training, communication, mu-
tual-aid agreements, and water supply available and in place.

* Undeveloped property. If/when the property is developed, ratings may change.

Summary: Table 1 depicts the areas/communities in Howell Township that are most at risk for Wildfire
pursuant to the factors listed in the table above. Although a wildfire can occur throughout Howell Town-
ship, the communities listed above shared a rating of high when all four criteria were examined and evalu-
ated.

Community Rating System:

1-Low 3-High 5-Extreme
2-Moderate 4-Very High

Overall Threat (summary) Rating System

1-4 -Low 9-12 -High 17-20 -Extreme
5-8 - Moderate 13-16 -Very High

NJ Forest Fire Service personnel using prescribed fire to
reduce fuel loads in Monmouth Battlefield State Park

Photo courtesy of N Forest Fire Service, Section B-10




This Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) identifies the communities, structures, or areas that
would benefit most from threat reduction activities. Table 2 lists recommended fuel reduction, and
community education projects, and Table 3 lists recommended options for reducing structural
ignitibility.

Fuel Hazard Mitigation Options

Based on the results of the community hazard and risk assessment, priority ratings have been assigned
to projects where the reduction of wildland fuel hazards would be effective. Several project activity types

and methods of treatment for reducing the surrounding vegetation may be listed for each community,
structure or area. These projects and their related priority rankings are listed in the following table.

Table 2:
Community,
Structure or Area Recommended Fuel Overall
at Risk Reduction Project Activity eeimentMethodology Rt e
Fire district #1 Fuel Break Establishment Prescribed burning and 1
Squankum Fire Co. Mechanical thinning
Fire district #2 Fuel Break Establishment Prescribed burning and 2
Adelphia Fire Co. Mechanical thinning
Fire district #3 Fuel Break Establishment Prescribed burning and 3
Southard Fire Co. Mechanical thinning
Fire district #4 Fuel Break Establishment Prescribed burning and 4
Ramtown Fire Co. Mechanical thinning
Fire district #5 Fuel Break Establishment Prescribed burning and 5
Freewood Acres Mechanical thinning
Fire Co.

Summary: Table 2 identifies the specific wildfire mitigation strategies determined to be the highest priority
actions that can be undertaken to reduce the risk of wildfire in Howell Township. These specific mitigation
actions were then evaluated against one another and priorities were assigned by the NJ Forest Fire Service.

nterrupt those who are doing it.

People who say it can’t be done should not i

L Sy




Recommendations to Reduce Structural Ignitability

Methods to reduce structural ignitability are numerous. The following table provides a number of options
available to reduce the risk of a wildfire ignition, its severity, and impact to structures.

Table 3:
Community, Structure Ignitability Reduction Options Completed
structure or area Yes/No
at risk
Howell 1. Fire Preparedness
Township a. Dry hydrants/cistemns a. No.
b. Label hydrants b. No
c. Wildfire exercises ¢. No
d. Mutual aid agreements d‘ No
e. Fire Depts. to support Hazard Mitigation work e‘ No
2. Rules & Regulations
a. Enforcement of Pinelands Fire Safety regulations a. No
b. Property maintenance ordinances b. No
c. Enforce local zoning rules c. No
d. Conservation easement/fuelbreak conflict d. No
m P

a. CERT teams a. Pending
b. Reverse 911 notifications b. Yes
¢. Infrastructure improvements c. Yes
d. Evacuation routes d. Yes
e. Local government to support hazard mitigation work e. Yes
f. Home address visibility f. Yes
g. Develop a municipal fire safety council g. No

Fire District 1 1. Firewise Communities/USA
Squankum Fire a. Home & structure assessments :
Company #1 b. Community clean-ups b. No

c. Firewise landscaping

d. Firewise Committee established? g I:lg
2. Fire Preparedness
a. Fuelbreak maintenance a.No
3. Homeowner Preparedness
a. Home and yard Firewise maintenance and clean ups a. No
b. Firewise landscaping b. No
c. Home escape & evacuation plans c. No
4. Ready, Set, Go outreach a. Pending
Fire District 2 1. Firewise Communities/USA
Adelphia Fire De- | a. Home & structure assessments a. No
partment b. Community clean-ups b. No
c. Firewise landscaping c. No
d. Firewise Committee established? d' No
2. Fire Preparedness
a. Fuelbreak maintenance a. No
3. Homeowner Preparedness
a. Home and yard Firewise maintenance and clean ups a. No
b. Firewise landscaping b. No '
¢. Home escape & evacuation plans




Recommendations to Reduce Structural Ignitability (cont'd)

Community, | Structure Ignitability Reduction Options Completed Overall
structure or Yes/No priority
area at risk
Fire District 3 | 1. Firewise Communities/USA a. No
Southard Fire a. Home & structure assessments b. No
Department #1 b. Community clean-ups c. No
c. Firewise landscaping d. No
d. Firewise Committee established? )
2. Fire Preparedness
a. Fuelbreak maintenance a. No
3. Homeowner Preparedness
a. Home and yard Firewise maintenance and clean ups a. No
b. Firewise landscaping b. No
c. Home escape & evacuation plans c. No
4 Ready, Set, Go outreach a Pending.
Fire District 4 | 1. Firewise Communities/USA
Ramtown Fire a. Home & structure assessments a. No
Company b. Community clean-ups b. No
c. Firewise landscaping c. No
d. Firewise Committee established? d. No
2. Fire Preparedness
a. Fuelbreak maintenance a. No
3. Homeowner Preparedness
a. Home and yard Firewise maintenance and clean ups a. No
b. Firewise landscaping b. No
¢. Home escape & evacuation plans c. No
4. Ready, Set, Go outreach
a. Yes
Fire District 5 1. Firewise Communities/USA
Freewood Acres | a. Home & structure assessments a. No
Fire Company b. Community clean-ups b. No
#1 c. Firewise landscaping c. No
d. Firewise Committee established? d. No
2. Fire Preparedness
a. Fuelbreak maintenance a. No
3. Homeowner Preparedness
a. Home and yard Firewise maintenance and clean ups a. No
b. Firewise landscaping b. No
c. Home escape & evacuation plans ¢c. No

Summary: Table 3 is a comprehensive assessment of Howell Township and wildfire reduction
options for specific sections/communities within the Township. Each section was evaluated for

each of the options, and the status of each option was identified as com pleted or pending.

The priorities for implementing the wildfire mitigation options were assigned by the committee
that developed the plan.

Page 12 (\@




Outreach Recommendations

While all activities considered should include some degree of
community outreach, such outreach is often an option on its own. “Municipalities that

participate in the CWPP.
process are eligible for
funding from the NJ Forest
Fire Service to'implement

The following outreach options were identified for the community,
structure or area listed.

1. Howell Township:
a. Community cable channel, channel 77
b. Lobby display

c. Tax day display _ their highest priority:
d. Howell Day action(s),”
2. Include Wildfire prevention, Firewise and Ready, Set, Go accordin 2z (o
messages at these events. NJ Section Forest

3. Install Smokey Bear/Firewise signage at each Fire Station Firewarden Deale Carey
and at the Municipal Building :

4. Include Wildfire Awareness at Fire Company Open Houses.

5. Link Firewise/Ready, Set, Go and Defensible Space
education materials to the Howell Township and Fire
Company Website

6. Include Wildfire awareness and Ready, Set, Go at Fire
7. Develop a Firewise Community
8. Form a Municipal Wild Fire Safety Council

9. Incorporate a CWPP, Ready, Set, Go, Firewise and a
Municipal Fire Safety Council to participate in Sustainable
Jersey

Resources Available:

1. From the NJ Forest Fire Service
a. Fire Danger and Awareness Signs
b. Statewide Fire Restriction Information http:/
www.state.nj.us/dep/parksandforests/fire/firedanger-
restrictions.html
C. Smokey Bear Website: http.//www.smokeybear.com/
2. Firewise Communities
a. http:/iwww firewise.org/
Firewise Learning Center: hitp://www firewise.org/
fw_youcanuse/learningcenter/index.htm

Note: Refer to pages 18-25 for more information on =
CWPP’s , Ready, Set, Go,Firewise, and Municipal Fire
Safety Councils '




Implementation Strategy and Action Plan

The following table displays a list of projects considered from the hazard reduction, structure ignitability and out-
reach options, ranked by priority. Identifying the responsible agency or landowner, the funding source and the
estimated completion timetable will help ensure measurable results for each project.

Table 4:
Rank Project Type Community, structure or Agency/ Funding Funding Time
area at risk Landowner Needs Source Table
1 Structure Howell Township _ HOA N/A
Assessments NJFFS 2014
HOA
2 CERT Team Howell Township
Training Howell Township $1000 NJFFS 2015
3 Firewise / Howell Township Howell Township
Ready, Set, $1000 NJFFS 2014
Go (5) Fire Companies
Website Link
4 Clean Up Day Howell Township
Mechanical Various at $3000 NJFFS 2015
Thinning Risk areas
5 Install Howell Township
Smokey/ All Fire Stations and Howell Township N/A NJFFS 2015
Firewise signs Municipal Building

Implementation and Plan Monitoring:

The municipality has agreed by resolution to implement the top five ranked projects within the review period, and
is committed to reassessing and implementing additional top ranked projects in the future. These additional pro-
jects will be displayed in an updated appendix to this plan.

Resource Materials:
Available at www.njwildfire.org

e Preparing a Community Wildfire Protection Plan, A Handbook for Wildland-Urban Interface Communities,
(NACo, NASF, SAF, WGA) March 2004.

¢ Field Guidance by National Association of State Foresters, June 27, 2003

e Leaders Guide Supplement, International Association of Fire Chiefs




Community Wildfire Protection Plan
Certification and Agreement

The Community Wildfire Protection Plan was developed for/by Howell Township;
was collaboratively developed. Interested parties and state land management agen-
cies managing land in the vicinity of Howell Township have been consulted.

e This plan identifies and prioritizes areas for hazardous wildland fuel reduction
treatments and recommends the types and methods of treatment that will protect
Howell Township.

This plan recommends measures to reduce the ignitability of structures through-
out the area addressed by the plan.

The following entities mutually agree with the contents of this Community Wildfire
Protection Plan:

U\) na N—7

2

- -

Mayor, Howell Township;

Fire Official, Howell Township

VA

Fire Official, Howell Township

D e

NJ State Forest Firewarden




Appendix A
Updated Project List
2014

The following table lists the projects completed within the past review period, the projects yet to be com-
pleted, and new projects proposed.

Rank Project Community, Agency/ Funding Funding Time Project
Type structure or area at | Landowner Needs Source Table Complete
risk
1 Structure Howell Township HOA N/A
Assessments NJFFS 2014
HOA
2 CERT Team Howell Township
Training Howell $1000 NJFFS 2015
Township
3 Firewise, Howell Township Howell
Ready, Set, Go Township $1000 NJFFS 2014
Website Link Fire Companies
4 Clean Up Day | Howell Township
Brush Various $3000 NJFFS 2015
Removal
5 Install Smokey/ | Howell Township
Firewise signs All Fire Stations | Howell Town- N/A NJFFS 2015
and ship

Municipal Building

The following entities mutually agree with the updated contents of this Community Wildfire Protection Plan update:

[insert a name and identify the applicable local government here— add as many lines as necessary]

[insert a name and identify the applicable local fire department here — add as many lines as necessary]

(Insert Firewarden's name here), (Insert Title here)
New Jersey Forest Fire Service




(Brush clean-up day, Conduct wildland/urban interface structure assessments, Purchase & install fire prevention signs, Install fire hydrants/
dry hydrant systems, Install cisterns, Install street signs, Label hydrants, Adopt property maintenance ordinance, Initiate & support Firewise
Communities, Purchase & distribute educational materials, Negotiate fire mutual aid agreements, Start a Citizen's Emergency Response
Team (CERT), Plan a wildfire exercise, Provide a reverse 911 system, Improve emergency response communication systems, Improve com-
munity infrastructure needs to combat wildfires, Enforce construction, land use and property maintenance regulations, Post prevention signs,
Educate law enforcement on wildfire cause & origin investigations, Provide municipal equipment for projects that promote and develop de-
fensible space, Require Firewise landscaping materials, Assess municipal structures prone to wildfire, Sponsor Educational and Awareness
Programs, Create Defensible Space, etc.)

NEW JERSEY FOREST FIRE SERVICE -WILDFIRE DEFINITIONS
July 2007

Available Fuel: That portion of the total fuel that would actually burn under various environmental conditions.
Defensible Space: The area around the perimeter of wildland structures or developments which are key points
of defense against encroaching wildland fires, or escaping structure fires. Defensible space provides the room
for firefighters to safely conduct protection operations. Defensible space may include a firebreak as well as a
fuelbreak within 3 Defensible Space Management Zones.
e Zone 1: An area of maximum modification in which all flammable vegetation is removed (i.e. a firebreak).
* Zone 2: A transitional area of fuel reduction between zones 1 & 3 where the continuity and arrangement
of vegetation is modified (i.e. a fuel break).
e Zone 3: An area of management designed to increase forest health and productivity by reducing the
amount of overcrowding and related weakened and diseased trees, and thereby reducing the fuel loading.
Firebreak: A natural or constructed barrier used to stop or check fires that occur, or to provide a control line
from which to work. A firebreak shall consist of non-flammable type materials such as gravel, sand, or paved
roads, irrigated lawns, gardens and orchards, or ponds, lakes, and other watercourses that meet a specified
width. This width is to be measured outward 1-1/2 times the height of fuels available to burn directly adjacent to
the object. When used in conjunction with a fuelbreak, the size of the firebreak may be reduced.
Firelane: An existing cleared path that needs continuous maintenance to a minimum of 10 feet in width, which is
used to gain access for emergency traffic.
Fireline: The part of a containment or control line that is scraped or dug to mineral soil. This may be used for a
wildfire or prescribed burn.
Fire Hazard: A fuel complex, defined by volume, type condition, arrangement, and location that determines the
degree of ease of ignition and of resistance to control,
Fire Risk: The chance of a fire starting, as determined by the presence and activity of causative agents. In New
Jersey, the primary causative agent is humans.
Fuelbreak: A natural or manmade change in fuel characteristics that affect fire behavior so that fires burning into
them can be more readily controlled (or managed). When used in conjunction with a firebreak, the following fuel-
break standards will be used;
* In moderate fire hazard areas, a minimum fuelbreak of 30 feet is recommended as measured outward
from the object.
* In high fire hazard areas, a minimum fuelbreak of 75 feet is recommended as measured outward from
the object.
e In extreme fire hazard areas, a minimum fuelbreak of at least 100 feet (200 feet if it protects a communi-
ty of 100+) is recommended as measured outward from the object.
The fire hazard classification is based on NJDEP Land Cover/Land Type GIS data. The recommended modifica-
tion within the fuelbreak should consist of an average 50% reduction of canopy cover across the treatment and
up to a100% reduction in understory fuels. This fuel modification must be maintained over time.
Fuel Loading: The amount of fuel present expressed quantitatively in terms of weight per unit area. This may be
available fuel (consumable fuel) or total fuel and is usually dry weight.
Fuel Modification: Manipulation or removal of fuels to reduce the likelihood of ignition and/or lessen potential
damage and resistance to control (e.g., lopping, chipping, crushing, piling, and burning).
Fuelbreak System: A series of modified strips or blocks tied together to form continuous strategically located
fuel breaks around land units.
Wildland/Urban Interface: The line, area, or zone where structures and other human development meet or in-
termingle with undeveloped wildland or vegetative fuels. ]
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NJ Wildfire Preparedness Guide:
Firewise Communities/USA

This guide is designed to support 2 Section Forest Firmwaeden, in their delivery of the
Firmwise Commmuities, US4, program: to local communities in their coverage area.

Firewise Communities /T84 The USD Fore st Service provides funding to the National
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) to administer a national Eimgudss Communities/TISA

program. From the national progam guidance, the state Forest Fire Service agency is
responsible for developing a program tadlored to their state. In New Jersey, the Forest Fire
Service (FFS) i respomsible for delvery uf;Em.mCmnnﬂsFmgmm interected
communities that are at mhufuu]&.ﬁm.'!hlspmgmumm Erass-Toots” i thatitis
designed to provide residents with the train ing, tools and funding to berome better prepared
in the event of a wildfire.

The Benefits of Becoming a Firewise Commumity:

The Fimzydiss, progam s a
for several other wildfire
preparadness programs such
as Fire Adapted
Commmnities (FAC), Ready,
Set, (o, and Community
Widfire Protection P‘Imnm;g

ehgible for Sustainable
Jerszy paoints. Tosawe ves
and property from wildfire,
the program teaches people
how to adapt to ving with
wikifire and encourages
wighbors towork together and take action now to prevent losses. Thisin tumn, allows
firefighters safer areas to work from and lessens the burden on coordinating Jocal actions




How to assist 3 commumity in becoming a recognized Firpwise
Commumity /TS

The process of becoming & recognized Fippwise Commumity /USA is straightforward amd
simple. First, identify areas that are fire-prone and for that are at risk of wildfire. Waxt,
contart residents in the community and host an information session sbout community
preparedness, wildfire prevention and Einewise. If the community is interested in getting
mvohed, then ask for volunteers to form 2 Firsyise Committes. Schedule 2 follow up
meting with the committes to discnss the details of participation.

Using a five-step process, neighborhoods snd communities develop an sctiom plamn that
guides their residential risk reduction activities, while engaging and enconraging their
neighbars to become active participants in building a safer place to lve.

Tha five steps of Fitmcise recognition inchide:
1 Obtain a Wildfire Risk Assessment a5 a written document from vour state forestry
agency or fire department.
2 Form aboard or committes to represent the community and overses the program.

%. Submit an appliation to vour NJ Firewisa Lizison LY Bmzrn'an
7. Renew your application annually onfine at www firewise.ors

In addition, if funds are available, 50/ 50 matchmg sub-grants are available to communities
who implement actions toward become a designated Fnadss Community, /TS,

e frowivcory

How the Eiogwive Communitics USA Progrem Help Mc?

L "Arvik” wildin commmanite thet perticipar in Bpmpges sndmamnd e imporinss of
crtng propsr Dbl Mﬂﬂmkymuhﬁmmbl
vedldEnz.

2. Bet= propercd sowidemt ans morr koowisdgeznls abeet wildfinr znd ke what
aztions to ks mths ot of 2 fir. This by kegp oempon: asde.

3. Engageng and tmaching rodmnn abowt wildies will bd o meo: sappert for o in




The Section Firewarden’s
Guide to Ready-5et-Go

READY, SET, CO! THE NATIONAL FROCERAM
v valdlandhrB 56 arx

The Ready, Set, Go program, managed v the International Associstion of Fire Chisfs (TAFCY,
seeks to develop and improve the dialogue between fire departments and the residents they serve.
The program halps fire departments teach indhiduals who Fve in high risk widfire areas - and
the wildland urban interface (WUT) - how to best prapare themsehes, their families, and their
propertties against fire threats.

READY: Take personal responsibility and prepare Jong before the threst of wildland fire so
your home is ready in case of a fire. Create defensible spare v clearing brush awsw from vour
home. Use fire re sistant landscaping and harden your home with fire safe construction measures.
Assermble emergency supplhies and belongings in 2 safe place. Plm escape routes and make sga.,
#ll those residing within the home know the plan of action.

SET: Pack your emergency kit. Know how to receive and stay aware of the ltest news and
mformation on the fire from Jocal media, vour Jocal fire department, and public ssfety officials

GO: ACT EARLY: Follow your personal wildland fire action plan. Daoing so will not only
suppart vour safety, but will alow firefighters to best maneuver resources to combat the fire.

Program resourcses are at your fingertips. Upon joining RSG (at no charge), the department wil
receive @ toal kit of resources for outreach and have access tothe program’s documents from the
wabsite. The resources are customizable and free.

Why is READY, SET, GO important to 2 Section Warden?

9 R3G mecreases mesident’s wildfie awareness by partnering with fie Jepartments.
{rolunteer and career). RSG is 2 complete outreach mesouree package, from the RSG action
guide to pre-done letters to HOA's and township officials. NJFFS can increase Reifants
wildfire awareness by promoting REG to fire departments in fire prone areas. Thru RSG

. the fire departments will each more people, and give them an understanding of the
dangers of wildfire and what they can do to take personal responsibility for their own

¥ R3Ginereaces resident’s awareness of what to do and whare to go during 2 wild fire. Thro
fire department outrearh residents are taught what radio stations to Esten to and how o
sign up for Nmel and meverse a1 for the latest information. During an evacuation, if
resdents know what routes to take and where to go, thru emergency messaging, it will
maks it eagier for fire crewsto get to thefire.

% Resdents are taught how to make their homes more resistant to fire with same simpla
steps such as heeping gutters clean, keeping fire wood off decks, and making sure they




bz enough defensitfe space. By residents follwing a few simple steps for home sdfety,
Section Fire Wardens will be less likelv tolose homes in a major incident.

What are the advantages of READY, SET, GO! to the Section Warden?

¥ Waorking with each fire department in 2 section can grow outreach exponentizlh. Gettin, @

fire departments to buy in to .56 isnot hard. There are so many perks from TAFC that it
makes 7t hard for 2 department to v no, including easy towrite grant s for outreach. Onees
a departmant is signed up thev can do as much outreach and type they want. Each fire
department becomes an independent voice for RSG.

2 RSG can help develop a stromger partnership between the section fire warden and the
laral fire departments.
What's my job in the READY, SET, GO pepcess?
1) Discuss the positive aspects of RSG with fire department leadersin vour seetipn, Jet them
Inow the perks assoriated with RSG.

2) Gwve department’s pre- packaged information from TAFC. (this will be the as the
package vou recetved).

3) Faollow up with departments to make sure zach department has made contact with LAFC
to sign up for RSG. Keep in mind the sign up i free and gives them acoess to all the
resourees LAFC offers as outlined in vour packet.

Other outreach resources are also available. For more information contact the
Imtermational Association of Fire Chicfs (IAFC), at 7p3-=273-D521 OF
www. wildlandfire RSG. org ~

1} NFPA resource: http: (www.nfpa.arg/

2) U.5. Fire Administration resowrces: https: | 'www. usfa ferma gov)

3) The Nature Conservancy:
http:/ fwww nature arg/ outinitistives regians narthamerica /united states; newjersey index htm

Why Gt Invohed in Resdy, Sct, Gao!?

meERREE

Levz2ll s Sepertments aproad @ sl o maET % oomident abowtwilldae: asfoy READY, SEV. GO

Om= 2 dsperement sipm wp for B5C dhey beom: anindmpmdom weiss 4o sarry e




Wildfire Preparedness Guide: ORE
Sustainable Jersey —Wildfire Actions gf 8

What is Sustainable Jersey?

Sustainable Jersey (8J) is a nonprofit organization operated as part of the
Canter for Sustainability at The Callege of NJ. The 5J program hasa well-
defined and rigorous format for certification of municipalities that
ynﬁcipmhﬂ.'ﬂ:ispmgrm provides tools, training and financial
ncentives to support municipal lewel sustainabiiy progmms. For
umhmmmam&mnhmmmﬂmmm cut
gRanbarss gas emissions, plant trees, reduce wildfire risk and improve environmental
equity mﬂgﬂeﬁtmﬂnkm certification. &F 5 goal is to empower communities
tobuild 3 better warkd for future generations.

Sustamable Jersey certification is a prestigions designation for muniripal governments in
Faw Jersey. Municipalities that achieve the certification are considered v their peers, b
m;gmmmmtm&h the experts and civic organizations in New Jersey, to be among the
lesding municipalities and some of the great places to Ive. The certification process is
meaningfol and comprehensive, whereby a1l action s taken by municipalities to score points
toward certification must be accompaniad by dncummtm-_n evidence and is reviewed. The
certification is free and completely valuntary.

Of New Jersey”s g Muniripalities 434 of them
are partcipating in the Sustainable Jersey
Program.

The NJFFS along with the XJ Fire Safety Council

warked with Sustainable Jersey for maore than a

vear to develop a suite of Wildfire Preparefnes

Achons. These new actions have been approved

v the 5J Board and are now avaiable to
o s

hitp: [ fvoww sustainablejersev.com | actions-certification actions;
Why has the NJFFE Partnered with Sustainable Jersey?

Tha NJFFS has partnered with Su stainablz Jersey in order to reach 2 new audience, in the
FmnmRRntal community. This 5 D@y target area for wildfire prevention and




preparRdnas messaging that will aid the Division and Section Firmwardep in carrving oot
their responsibibities for the protection of hife and property from the threat of wildfire.

Gren, that 3 menicipality can now recetve points toward &) certification through ots
participation in cne of the FFS's sponsored programs is a boon for the municipality 25well
as the FFE.

For more than a vear, the FFE met with Sustamable Jersey staff to develop several “Cert ifiad
Aotions” that mmmyahtms could tske to reduce their wildfire risk AND receive “points”
towards their bronze, siver or gold certification. Those wildfire preparedness actions are:

: Frewise Communitics - Communities seeking to take wildfire redurtion

actions within a Municipality can gain paoints toward s Sustainable Jersey bw

becoming 2 Fiewise Community. & Community can gain additional points by

“mentoring” another community and geiding them through the Emssss

Community process. Everything a Community needs to know to enrall in the

Eirsoyisg Programs s available on the Sustainahle Jersey website.

Ready, Set, Go! - Fire Companies that stage a RSG awareness event receive

pomnts towards Sustamable Jersey Certification. If there are more than one firg

mma&hmmahn they may receive up to 35 points for multiple fire

COMpany

3 Community \ﬁl-:’lﬁre Protection Plans (COWPP) - Municipalities seeking a
comprehensie review of their wildfire risk through the CWPP planning process
Teceive 30 points under the Sustainable Jersey program. Funding to complete £
CWFF'sthat come to the NIFFS through the Sustainable Jersey Program has been
ear-marked as an incentive. /A §5,000 grant to implament the highest priority
action identifizd in the CWPP process is also part of thatearmark.

4+ Wildfire Safety Council - Municipalities seeking to coordinate their wildfire
preparedness offorts through 2 local Wildfire Safety Council will be rewarded with
Sustainable Jersey points towards certification. Muniripalities that form a Jocal
Fira Safety Counecil will be responsible for keeping the CWPP up to date and will
recgve a 53,000 grant towards building capacity of the Jocal couned by holding 2
Wilkdfire Awareness svent.

Formore information about the Sustamable Jersey Wildfire Preparedness Suite of Actions,

H

hitp: | "www sustamahlejersey cam)

t. Stofia haws abown, that mencpelite  that arcbotr proparsd for matonzl S,
soffx fow Jomes and rooover mers guickly. Thor: @ Jon sk %o fircfipbers and other
=gy serviw perasmoe] dhat vk in thaes ar=a.

2 Goming “atrrak” commenits smehed with Emmens, BSG! gpd avking @ CWEF on thair
wven and ¢hn apphine thoe: prmapla g them dmoed which wall mals o e
Sighiera join mafr and cwier.
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