
Township of Bernards, Somerset County 

Passaic River De-snagging Grant Narrative 

SUMMARY: 

Bernards Township took the approach of taking photographs and GPS coordinates of snags that the 
public has either complained about, or our own staff thought very problematic.  It was in no way meant 
to be a comprehensive documentation of all snags in the Passaic River and tributaries in Bernards’ 
waters.   Bernards Township is hopeful that the grant application will produce permitting and 
methodologies for the removal of lesser obstructions that were not documented.  It is our intent to 
team with our neighbors in Morris County to remove lesser debris fields by our own staff during low 
flow river periods. 

The Passaic River in Bernards is a recreation attraction.  The upper reaches are Category 1 Trout 
Producing waters.  As the river exits the Great Swamp, the quantity of public land access attracts many 
fishing and kayak enthusiasts.  The area between the Maple Avenue/Basking Ridge Road and Haas 
Road/Stonehouse Road bridges is one of the most fished areas of the entire river system.  The NJ 
Division of Fish and Game stock trout at both bridges.   

This area also contains some of the only white water stretches of the river during high water as the 
Passaic enters and exits the gorge.  The obstructions in this stretch are major and are an extreme public 
safety hazard.  Numerous canoe/kayak accidents have occurred in this stretch, including the serious one 
detailed in the article at the end of this document (this event cost significant resources, and put 1st 
responders in danger as well). These snags are numbers 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.  It is believed that Old Mill 
Road in Long Hill Township is the only viable site for conducting the removal of this large amount of 
debris. 

This area of the Passaic is exhibiting river bank erosion due to the blockages.  In addition, just upstream 
from these blockages are the footings for NJ Transit’s commuter rail trestle for their Morris and Essex 
Line’s Gladstone Branch. 

Further downstream on the Passaic are blockages 5, 6, 7, and 8 in the vicinity of the Bernards 
Township’s Historic Kennedy-Martin-Stelle Farmstead riverfront property.  This property is listed on the 
State and National Historic Register.  Convenient river access for staging the removal of debris can occur 
here. 

The other snags listed in our documentation are on Harrisons Brook, a tributary for the Passaic.  Snags 
#1, #2, #14, #15 are in flood prone residential areas. Snags #3 and #4 can cause flooding on the 
important thoroughfares of Somerset County Routes #512, and #525.  We believe access to these areas 
would be simple. 

 

 

 

 

 



PRIORITIES: 

For the public safety, historic preservation and recreational reasons listed above, our top priorities are 
the snags numbered 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 5, and 6 which are bank to bank blockages. 

Passaic River snags numbered 7, and 8 while important are lesser priority due to their size and partial 
blocking. 

Harrisons Brook snags have priority in the following order: 14, 3, 2, 1, 15, 4. 

 

TOWNSHIP PLEDGE OF CASH AND IN-KIND MATCHES: 

The Bernards Township Committee has agreed to offer a total of $20,000.00 in matching funds.  This 
match is comprised of $15,000.00 cash, and $5,000.00 in in-kind help.  The in-kind match will consist of 
DPW crew and equipment of waste containers, chipper operations, hauling, and disposal. 

In addition to the above match, it is anticipated that our DPW personnel will also utilize the permitting 
received in the grant to remove minor undocumented snags and debris consisting of firewood, 
branches, and small trees which are prevalent in the Passaic, and its tributaries of Harrisons Brook, and 
Dead River. 

 

 

Any questions regarding this important initiative can be directed to me. 

 

 

 

 

Bruce D. McArthur, Bernards Township Administrator 

908-204-3098 

bmcarthur@bernards.org 

1 Collyer Lane 

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920 
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