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Municipally, a significant amount of time and effort has been given to support local businesses in 
Madison. In the 1980's, the Borough of Madison developed the Downtown Development Commission 
(DDC). The DDC was initiated by Mayor Elizabeth Baumgartner and the Borough Council in October of 
1981, following a study by Projects for Public Space, funded through a Dodge Foundation Grant. The 
DDC is a mayoral appointed commission consisting of approximately twenty residents and business 
owners in our town. The DDC represents a cross‐section of our entire town and includes members of the 
Planning Board, Board of Education, Chamber of Commerce, as well as representatives from the senior 
community, residents, people who commute into NYC, one member from the Giralda Farms corporate 
complex, and other members of the community at large. The purposes of the DDC as defined in the 
Borough Code Section 15‐1 include coordinating redevelopment activities in the downtown district and 
fostering a closer working relationship between all segments of the Madison community. The 
Commission, with the help of merchants, residents, and the non‐profit community, underwrites and 
sponsors several major events each year. In addition, the group works closely with the Chamber of 
Commerce, Historic Preservation Commission, Madison Arts & Culture Alliance and other groups to 
enhance the beauty and ambiance of Madison’s shopping areas. The DDC supports Madison's business 
district in many ways and organizes various promotions including: Bottle Hill Day, a festival celebrating 
our hometown and downtown with over 10,000 in attendance; May Day, a town‐wide beautification day 
where over 800 volunteers help clean up public spaces throughout Madison; Taste of Madison, an 
evening of fine food and libations showcasing Madison’s best dining establishments; and the Farmers 
Market, a downtown event every Thursday from June through October, and new this year, the Rose City 
Summerfest, a one‐day event in June. In addition to these major events, the Commission has four 
standing committees that work throughout the year: University Relations, Public Improvement, Parking, 
and Sign & Façade. The University Relations committee works to strengthen the connection between the 
Universities and the downtown. One of their largest initiatives is the Drew University Town Tour 
Program, which brings new university students into Madison for a tour of our downtown. The Public 
Improvement committee focuses on improving the streetscape and public spaces in the commercial 
district. They also support the Merchant of the Month program as a partnership with the Chamber of 
Commerce. The Parking committee continually seeks ways to improve available shopper parking in the 
downtown. As part of the zoning process for businesses, the Sign & Façade committee reviews all sign 
applications within the Borough. The Downtown Development Commission Web page is located here:  
http://www.rosenet.org/371/Downtown‐Development‐Commission 

 

The DDC also promotes Madison businesses with its Shop Madison campaign, Madison Marketplace e‐ 
newsletter (sample uploaded) and I Love Madison, NJ Facebook page 
(https://www.facebook.com/ilovemadisonnj/), with nearly 5,800 followers. 
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