
Recycling and Waste Reduction Education and Compliance – Additional Required Materials – Borough of Madison 

The Borough of Madison has dramatically increased the communications and outreach regarding recycling over the past 

two years, and especially in the last six months.  Concerns shared in the media about reduction in the acceptance of 

recycling materials due to declines in exported recyclable waste to China1 has raised many questions from residents, 

which the town administrator, public works, and environmental commission have been working to answer.  An updated 

2019 recycling newsletter was distributed to all residents, that made clear which materials are acceptable or not 

acceptable for curb-side pick-up recycling, and encouraged residents to try the recycle coach app (see Figure 1 below). 

 

Figure 1. Recycle Coach Outreach, Posted to Home Page of Madison Borough, Screenshot on 13 May 2019 

[https://www.rosenet.org/] 

Residents were also assured that their recycling was accepted, and not deposited in the landfill.  Recycling topics were 

centrally featured in the Madison Green Vision Forum2,3 (in March 2019), at the Madison Green Fair,4 and through 

                                                           
1 Semuels, A. 2019. “Is This the End of Recycling?” The Atlantic March 5. Available online: 
https://www.theatlantic.com/technology/archive/2019/03/china-has-stopped-accepting-our-trash/584131/ 
2 Whitcomb, C., Shalhoub, R. 2019. “Students lead the way for a ‘greener’ Madison.” Madison Eagle. April 24.  URL: 
https://www.newjerseyhills.com/madison_eagle/opinion/letters_to_the_editor/letter-students-lead-the-way-for-a-greener-
madison/article_c38025d8-cb70-5547-b95d-a4a3c0c746c6.html  
3 Garibay, Kassel Franco. 2019. “Drew Hosts Green Vision Forum.” March 15. Available online: 
https://www.thedrewacorn.com/single-post/2019/03/15/Drew-Hosts-Green-Vision-
Forum?fbclid=IwAR3zEJNDyNKYGGqKQUXMVVBeZHXMrQGj_AWFgnAx951JzBryYHoP28LBKio 
4 Madison Public Library. 2019. Madison Green Fair. Facebook Event – April 27.  Available online: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/321723388693345/ 
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Plastic-Free Week56 in Madison Outreach.  The town swap,7 town wide yard sale (in spring and fall), and the annual bike 

swap further communicated the motivation to reduce household waste, to reuse materials, and to limit materials sent 

to landfill.  New program included film screening at the library, including “Bag it.”8 

 
**Green Team Member, Lisa Jordan, is coordinating with the Morris County MUA to prepare this documentation to 
complete a report on the number and results of recycling compliance inspections by mid-June.  It is anticipated that 
the documentation for recycling and waste reduction education and compliance will be then be complete.   

 

 Municipal Recycling Code 

The recycling code for the borough of Madison can be found online,9 and is included here: 

Chapter 107Garbage, Municipal Solid Waste and Recyclables 

Article IV Recyclable Materials 
Chapter 107 Garbage, Municipal Solid Waste and RecyclablesArticle IVRecyclable Materials 

§ 107-18Recycling mandated. 

§ 107-19Disposal of recyclable materials. 

§ 107-20Commingled recyclables. 

§ 107-21Unauthorized collection prohibited. 

§ 107-22Sale or donation of recyclable materials permitted. 

§ 107-18Recycling mandated. 

A.  

There is hereby established a mandatory recycling program for all residential, commercial and 

institutional establishments of the Borough for the purpose of separating recyclable materials, as 

defined in § 107-2, from other waste. 

B.  

As set forth in N.J.S.A. 13:1E-99.13b.(4)(c), and section 9.2(b) of the Morris County Solid Waste 

Management Plan, the Borough of Madison accepts the goal of 50% recycling of municipal solid waste 

by 2015 and shall monitor its level of recycling and solid waste disposal and shall strive to achieve the 

recycling of 50% of the municipal solid waste generated within its borders. 

                                                           
5 Madison Environmental Commission. 2019. Help Madison Stop Plastic Pollution: Plastic-free Pledge. 27 April.  Available online: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1UCsz0IOW1k_eKSTQjGi8rg44b9rUE8eUHcUtXSG9U04/viewform?fbclid=IwAR0wwJN-
IleiNHiiQ9Sy40FgD8jsGD6La0iHjlpMwuo5bXcdFzN5ON_34WE&edit_requested=true 
6 Madison Eagle. 2019. Residents are urged to go ‘plastic-free.’ April 25.  Print and online.  URL: 
https://www.newjerseyhills.com/madison_eagle/news/madison-plastic-free-week-aimed-at-recycling-reducing-
pollution/article_4804d745-b8c4-57e3-83b6-a37177b16295.html 
7 Madison Environmental Commission. 2019. Town Swap.  Facebook Event – May 11.  Available online: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1337542176406196/ 
8 Madison Environmental Commission. 2019 Film Screening: Bag It. April 11.  Available online: 
https://www.facebook.com/events/327244734642898/ 
9 Borough of Madison. Chapter 107: Garbage, Municipal Solid Waste and Recyclables.  Article IV Recyclable Materials.  Available 
online: https://ecode360.com/6488685 
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C.  

To achieve the fifty-percent objective, all residential dwellings, institutional, commercial and industrial 

businesses shall source-separate designated materials from all other solid waste for recycling. 

D.  

All persons who are owners, lessees or occupants of any residential or commercial property in the 

Borough of Madison shall separate and exclude all recyclable materials, as defined herein and as may 

be changed or augmented from time to time by the Borough Council or other governmental agency of 

competent jurisdiction, from all other solid waste which is put at the curbside or other collection point 

for collection. 

E.  

In multi-generator buildings, such as apartment buildings, hotels, condominiums or office buildings, the 

building management as well as the generator shall be responsible for compliance with material source 

separation recycling requirements mandated by the County of Morris and the Borough of Madison. 

§ 107-19Disposal of recyclable materials. 

A.  

Commingled recyclables, newsprint and residential corrugated cardboard shall be placed in containers 

or bundled as described in § 107-4 and placed at the curbside or other designated collection area or 

may be brought to the Recycling Center at the Public Works Garage. 

B.  

The owner, lessee or occupant of any commercial establishments shall be responsible for disposing of 

all recyclable materials through private contracts. Commingled recyclables, newsprint, office paper 

and/or cardboard may also be brought to the Recycling Center at the Public Works Garage. 

Documentation of recycling must be provided to the Recycling Coordinator as required. 

C.  

Yard waste shall be placed in containers or tied as described in § 107-4 and placed at the curbside or 

other designated collection area. 

D.  

Tires are to be brought to service stations or tire retailers. 

E.  

Vehicular batteries and motor oil are to brought to service stations. 

F.  

Metal appliances are to be set at the curbside or other designated collection area to be picked up by 

Borough employees as directed in § 107-7. 

G.  

Oil-contaminated soil and natural wood waste shall be brought to an accredited recycling facility. 

H.  

Household batteries are to be brought to the county recycling center during designated hazardous 

waste days. 
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§ 107-20 Commingled recyclables. 

Prior to disposal, said owners, lessees or occupants shall remove the caps and shall rinse out glass 

and plastic bottles and aluminum and tin cans. 

§ 107-21 Unauthorized collection prohibited. 

From the time that recyclable materials are placed at the curbside for collection, they shall become the 

property of the Borough of Madison or its authorized agents. It shall be a violation of this chapter for 

any person to collect, pick up or cause to be collected or picked up any such material unless expressly 

authorized by the Borough of Madison. Each and every such unauthorized collection in violation of this 

section shall constitute a separate and distinct offense and may be punishable as provided in § 107-

16. 

§ 107-22 Sale or donation of recyclable materials permitted. 

Nothing contained in this chapter shall be deemed to prohibit any owner, lessee or occupant of any 

premises in the Borough of Madison from taking any recyclable material to any recycling center for sale 

or donation, nor shall it prohibit drives by nonprofit organizations or groups from collecting recyclable 

materials. Any such nonprofit organization or group shall obtain a permit from the Borough Clerk to 

conduct a recyclable materials collection drive. 
 

 Municipal Recycling Homepage 
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[Screenshot taken 13 May 2019, available online: http://www.rosenet.org/377/Recycling] 

 

http://www.rosenet.org/377/Recycling


 

 

[Screenshot on E-Recycling taken 13 May 2019, Available online: http://www.rosenet.org/373/E-Recycling] 

 Evidence that a Municipal Recycling App is Available  

Recycle Coach was featured in the 2019 newsletter and is on the Madison Borough homepage.  There is 

also a separate page dedicated to explaining recycle coach.  The screenshot is below. 

http://www.rosenet.org/373/E-Recycling


 

 

And, on the Madison Borough Facebook Page: 



 


